INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF HIS EXCELLENCY MANUEL L. QUBZON
GOD HELPING ME I SHALL NOT FATL YOU

FILLOYW COUNTRIMEN: In the exercise of your congtitutional
prerogative you have slscted me to the presidency of the Common—
wealth. I zm profoundly grateful for this new expression of your
confidence, and’ God helping me I shall not fail you.

The event which is noWw taking place in our midst transcends
in importance the more induction into office of your Chiesf Exe-
cutive, We are seeing the fruiticn of ocur age-old striving for
likerty. We are witnessing the final stage in the fulfillment
0f the noblest undertaking ever attempted by any nation in its
dealing with a subject people., And how well this tesk has been
performed is atitested to by the blessings from fourteen million
people which go to America in this solemn hour. President Me-
Kinley's cherished hope has been fulfilled-—the Filipincs look
back with gratitude tc the day when Destiny placed their land
under the beneficent guidance of the people of the United States.

DIGNITARIRS ATTEND CEREMONIES

IT IS FITTING that high dignitaries of the American Govern—
ment should attend these cercmonies. We are thankful to them
for their presence hers. The Fresident of the United Itates,
Hig Excelliency, Franklin I, Hoosevelt; ever solicitous of our
freedom and welfare, has sent to us, as his personal repre-
sentative, the Sscretary of "ar, Honorable George H. Dern,
whose friendship for cur psopls has proven most valuable in
the past. Vice President Garncr, Speaker Byrns, distinguished
members of ths House of Representatives have trawveled ten
thousand miles to witness this historic ewvent. I feel that
by their presence the whole American Ifation is here to-day
to rejoice with us in the fulfiliment of America's pledze
generously given that thas Filipino people is to becoms free
and independent. It iz my hope that the ties of friendship
and affection which bind the Philippines to fmeriea will re—
main unbroken and grow stronger after the severance of our

political relations with her.

Delivered at the Legislative Building, Ménila, Philippines,
Hovember fSth,, 1935,



inaugural address -— 2 :

FILTPINO AFPFRECTATION

In behalf of the Filipino pesople, I express deep appre=-
ciation fo Honorable Frank Murphy, our 1aat.Governor General,
fqr his just and efficient administration and for the whole-—
hearted assistance he has rendered us in the difficult ftask
of laying the congtitutional foundations of our new Govern—

JE

Mt .

Ags we enter upon the threéhold of independent nation—
hood, let us pause for a monment to pay tribute teo the
memory of Rizal and Bonifaeio and all the heroes of our
gacred cause in grateful acknowledgement of their pa-

triotic devotion and supreme sacrifice,.

TRIBUTE, T0 NATTONAL HEROZS

Fellow countrymen: The government which we are inau-
gurating today is only a meansz to an end. It is an instru-
mentality placed in our hands to prepare ourselves fully
for the responsibilitiezs of complete independence. It is
essential that this last step be taken with full conscious-
ness of its significance and the great opportunities that
it affords to us.

A MELANS DO AN BND

Under the Commonwealth, our life may not be one of the
sape and comlfort, but rather of hardship and sacrifice.

We shall face the problems which lie in our path, sparing
neither time nor effort in solving them. We shall build

a government that will be just, honest, efficient, and
strong so that the foundations of the coming Republic may
be firm and enduring—-a government, indeed, that must satig-

fy not only the pasging needs of the hour but alsc the exacting
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demands of tﬁé future. Ye do not hawve to tear down the
existing institutions in order to give way teo s atatelier
structurs. There will bhe no violent changes from the
established a}der of thines, excqyt such as may be abso-—
Iutely neceasary to ecarry into effect the innovations
contemplated by the Constitubtion. 4L new edifice shall
arise, not out of the ashes of the past, but out of the

standing materials of the living present.

OBLIGATIONS OF GOVEINMENT

Reverence for law as the expression of the popular
will is the starting point in 2 democracy. The main-
tsnance of peace and public order is the Joint obligation
of tho-gavernmenﬁ and the citizen, I have ap abiding
Taith in the good sense bf the people and in their reg-
pact fcr law and the conetituted ﬂufhority. Widespraad
public disorder and lawlassne;s may cause the downfall
of constitutional govermment =nd lead Lo dnerican in—
tervention. Hven after independence, if we should prove
curgelves incapable of protecting life, liberty, and pro-
verty of nationals and foreigners, we shall be 2xposed to
the danger of intervention by foreisn powers, No one
need have any misggivings as to the attitude of the Govern—
ment toward lawless individuals or subersive movements.
They shall be dealt with firmly. Sufficient armed forces -
will be maintained at all fimes to guell and suppress any
rebellion against the authority of this Govermment or the

goversignty of the United States,

There can be no progress sxcept under the auspices of

peace. Without peace and public order it will be imposaible

to promote education, improwe the condition .of the MAS5ea,
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protect the poor and ignorant against sxploitation, and other-

wige insure the enjoymens of life, libert and property. I
Bl =) ? - &
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appeal, thercfore, to svery Filipino to give the Government
i
hig loyal suppors so that tranguility may reign supreme in our

beloved lend.

AN THDEPENDENT JUDLCLARY

Jar Conetbitution esiablishes an independent Judiciary by
providing for security of temire and comvensation of our

indges. But |ndfnqu;¢nc= is not fthe only objective of a gzood
judiciary Eoually, if net more important, is its integrity
which will Zepend mnon the judieious selection of its members.
The adwinigiration of jusiice cannot be expected to rise higher
than the morael. «rd intcllectuval stendards of +the men who dis—
Pensge it. To Lnliark thd fortifieation of an crderly and

oo wy tesk bo appoint to the bench

i |

just governmons, LU ¢
. e ;
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only men of proven honesty, ckaracter, learning, and ability,

so that every one may Teel when he appears before the courts

of jusbice that he will be protected in, his rights, and that

no man in this country from the Chief Exccutive to the lagt

citizen is abeve the law.

POURITIONS OF S300THTY

ﬁe are iiviag bo-dav anidst the storm and stress of one
the moes Uragic epochs of history. Acute unumploﬁment and
econonic distrecs Shreaten the gtability of goverrments the
world owver. The verv foandations of civilized gociety are
shalkken, The ¢omion men a2lone can gave humanity from disagter,
It is our éuty to vrove %o him that under a republican systen

of government fe cwn have every apportunity +to attain his

g
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happinesz and that of his family. Protection to labor, ss-
pecially to working women and minors, Jjust regulation of the
relations between labor and capitsl in industry and agriculH
ture, golicitous regssrd on the part of the sovernment for the
well-being of the masses are the means to bring about the
ngeded sconomic and social equilibrium between the component

elements of scciety.

YELL BALAWCED BUDGET THE PRICE
OF LIEBERTY AND INDEPENDENCE

A government draws the breath of life from its finances,

=
snd it must balance its income and expenditure =s any other
going businegs concern if it expects to survive, It iz my
duty, then, to seec that the Government of the Commonwealth

live within its means and that it stand four-square on a well

halanced budgst.

TAXATION

The larger cxpenditures which the grave responaibilities
ahead of us will entail, including national defense, mist he
borne by taxation. BSo long as we are able to meet those res—
ponsibilities from our present income we shall not impose new
taxes. But we are amonz the laast taxed pecple in the world
and thérefore, when necessity arises, we should be willimg to
accept the burdsn of inereased taxation, ITiberty and indepen-
dence can bé possessed only by those who are ready to pay the

price in life or fortune.

To enable us more adequately to meet the new regponsibi-
lities of the Commonwealth and to raise the liwving conditiong

of our people, we must inerease the wealth of the Hation by

= AT —
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giving greater impetus to econonic development, improving
our methods of agriculture, diversifying our crops, creating
new industries, and fostering our domestic and Braism com-
merce. I trust that the forthcoming trade conference bet-
ween reprassentatives of the United States and the Philip-
Pines will result in a more just and beneficial commercisl

relations between the two countries,

COALITION PLATRORIM

The establishment of an cconomical, simple, and efficient
government; the mainbtenance of an independent civil gervice;
the implantation of an adequate system of public instruction
to develop moral character, personal discipline, civie cons-
cience, and vocational efficiency: the safeguarding of the

health and vigor of the race; the conservation and develop-

ment of our natural resources--these and other matters of

[+

equal import arc touched upon/length in the platform of the
Coalition and in my speech of acceptance of my nomination,
and it is unnecessary for me to reiterate my views regarding
them. Having been elected on the virtuality of that plat-
form and the policies ecnunciated by me in the course of the
presidential campaign, I renew my pledge faithfully to car—

ry them into exscution,

FORELGN RELATIONS

Good-will towards all nations shall be the goléén ruls
of my adminisgtration. The peoples of the sarth are inter-
dependent and their progperity and happiness are ingeparably
linked with each other. International brotherhood and cooper—

ation are, therefors, necessary. imity and friendship, fair-

= Vel =
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ness and square deal in our relations with other nations and
their citiéens or subjects, protegtion in their legitimate
investments and pursuits, in return for their temporary alle-
giance to our institutions and laws, are the assurances L
make on behalf of the Hew Govermment to flmericans and
foreigners who may desgire te live, trade, and otherwiae

asgociate with us in the Philippines.

PREP/IRATION IMOR FULL INDEPENDENCE

In the enormous task of fully preparing ourselves for
independence we shall be beset with serious difficulties,
but we will resclutely march forward. I appeal to your
patriotism and summon your nobility of heart so that we
may, united in the common endeavor, once more dedicate
curselves to the realization of cur national destiny. I
Tace the future with hope and fortitude, certain that God
never abandons a people who ever follow His unerring and
guiding Hand. May He give me light, strength, and courage
evermore that I may not falter in the hour of service to
my people.

Wi

bav/ 2/23/78



