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Power prices may not increase
before the summer months, but
_ economists have warned that
- consumers should be ready for
_ faster rate of increases in prices
within the first quarter.

Energy Undersecretary Felix
william Fuentebella said elec-
tricity prices would likely re-
main stable until the summer
months because power firms
_ usually maintained coal stocks
good for at least a month.

“We are still assessing the
effect on electricity which we
expect to be felt starting March
or April,” Fuentebella said,
adding that fuel-fired power
plants may increase prices
sooner because they were only
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‘As for fuel used by mo-
torists, the Department of Enet-
gy (DOE) has released guide-
lines for oil companies to help
the anfnt momn:u' and

0il price watch
Oil firms have been asked to

required to maintain stocks of
gy Pl S S

submit inventory reports as of

1 Depa,:aswnlluadai.lymmma—

ithdrawal from such
stock Jan. 1 until it has

used
'Lb'?:ntanlm of the ex-
cise tax u “shall not
be applied unless (Dec. 31)
stocks of finished products are
fully exhausted,” the DOE said.
Euergy Secretary Alfonso

| penalties on violators.
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Faster inflation ?;’-'
But economists said ﬂ:e

faster increases in mer
prices this year, possibly peak-
ing in June and July, before edg-
| ing down again later in the year.
| “The country’s inflation rate
| may pickup to 3.5~ 4petcentthis'

| year from 3.2 percent last year,”
said University of Asia and the
(UA&P) economist,Vic-,
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* "Around 0.6 percentage of
the projected inflation rate for
2018," Abola said, could be at-
tributed to the new taxes.

Standard - Chartered
economist for Asia, Chidu
Narayanan, for his part, also

_ sees inflation in the Philippines
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