LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—
Farmers were starting to cope
with falling temperatures here
although the rate of frost has
| been slowing down.
~  Occurrences of frost, or
I:Mnsheet of ice, that some-
times blankets vegetable
farms in Atok and Kibungan
mhaugumemﬁc-
~ quent every year, a.ccordm;m
provincial agriculturist, Lolita
Bentres. |
Temperature in  nearby
Baguio City dropped recently to
114 degrees Celsius, but this did

FARMERS COPE
AS GASES OF
FROST WANE

* At the start of 2017, frost oc-
curred in 270 hectares of veg-
etable farmlands in the
province, she said.
~ Benguet supplies Bo per-
cent of the country’s salad veg-
etables like carrots, cabbages,
beans and lettuce.

' But farmers in frost-vulner-
“able towns have learned to use
techniques that help reduce
damage, Bentres said.

Many have resorted to what
they call “tunnel farming,” or
the use of plastic sheets com-
‘mon in greenhouse farming, to
prevent the forming of ice
sheets that destroy leafy veg-

Indigenous knowledge passed
on from generations has also”-
bemmwmmheda:ﬂnhm-»
ducing frost.

: Smumhmrslonkht
weather patterns, like hnv&
wind during extreme cold, be-—"
cause these mean the chances -

of frost occurrence were -
Frost occurs in mo
areas with low air circulation.

Bentres also said frost be-
comes a menace fo farmers
when it is used to manipulate
prices. Traders and middle-:
men sometimes reduce the:
volume of wegetables thejw‘a
transport to Metro Manila and-
raise their prices, citing frost-
when in fact there was even a
glut in production, she said:
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