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By Miguel R. Camus
The government is calling on main consideration for assign-
groups with around $6 billion ing currently available frequen-
(P300 billion) to spare and a de- cies is financial resources, stat-
sire to compete in the cutthroat  ing that “the applicant with the
telecommunications sector highest committed investment
ipated

PLDT
The Department of Informa-
tion and Communications
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Acﬂngﬁommumw
Technology Secretary Eliseo Rio
Jr. said in a text message that

guidelines for a “new major would need to spend P300 bil-

player” in the telco space. lion over five years, or Péo bil-
~ The guidelines will pave the lion annually in capital and op-
'way for the issuance of d erating expenses,
terms, which will be This will allow it to calch up
the Nati unica- with the curr
tions ission (NTC) on or frastructure
before Feb. 19 thisyear. .

Those final details are antic-

they will include alnne o fend off competition
the basis for which coveted ra- and boost their mobile and
dio_ frequen:lmh-hfeblond fixed-line businesses.

ql’the telecommunications sec-
tor—will be assigned to a third telco player, which is expected

S

Saturday the first-ever policy theymdamphyn:-

Rio said the selected third

to have a foreign strategic part-
ner, would also need to put up a

According to the DICT, the performance bond.

The DICT guidelines added
g‘a new player should have a
franchise

and should have no “corporate
or financial” interest with either
Globe or PLDT as of the end of
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