
SEOUL— In a his toric sum mit laden with sym bol ism and an ex tra or di nary dis play of friend ship un think able only
months ago, the lead ers of North and South Korea agreed to pur sue a per ma nent peace and the com plete de nu cle -
ariza tion of the di vided penin sula.

They shared jokes, walked hand in hand, and em braced in an un prece dented dis play of friend -
ship. In a his toric sum mit laden with sym bol ism and un think able only months ago, North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un and South Korean Pres i dent Moon Jae-in agreed to pur
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North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and South Korean Pres i dent Moon Jae-in on Fri day is sued a dec la ra tion on “the
com mon goal of re al iz ing, through com plete de nu cle ariza tion, a nu clear-free Korean Penin sula.”
Upon sign ing the doc u ment, the two lead ers shared a warm em brace, the cul mi na tion of a sum mit �lled with smiles
and friendly ges tures in front of the world’s me dia.
They also agreed that they would this year seek a per ma nent end to the Korean War, 65 years af ter the hos til i ties
ended in an armistice rather than a peace treaty.
Smil ing and hold ing hands, Kim and Moon met at the heav ily for ti �ed Demil i ta rized Zone (DMZ) be tween the
coun tries on Fri day in the �rst sum mit for the two Koreas in over a decade.
Jok ing while walk ing
Scenes of Moon and Kim jok ing and walk ing to gether marked a strik ing con trast to last year’s bar rage of North
Korean mis sile tests and its largest ever nu clear test that led to sweep ing in ter na tional sanc tions and fears of a
fresh con �ict on the Korean Penin sula.
The dra matic meet ing, aimed at end ing their decades long con �ict, comes weeks be fore Kim is due to meet US Pres -
i dent Don ald Trump to dis cuss de nu cle ariz ing the Korean Penin sula.
“We are at a start ing line today, where a new history of peace, pros per ity and in ter-Korean re la tions is be ing writ -
ten,” Kim said be fore the two Korean lead ers and top aides be gan talks at the bor der truce vil lage of Pan munjom.
Dur ing their pri vate meet ing, Kim told Moon he came to the sum mit to end the history of con �ict and joked he was
sorry for keep ing Moon up with his late-night mis sile tests, a South Korean o�  cial said.
Pan munjom Dec la ra tion
Moon would visit Py ongyang in “the fall,” the two lead ers said in the so-called Pan munjom Dec la ra tion, also
agree ing to hold “reg u lar meet ings and di rect tele phone con ver sa tions.”
Af ter the sum mit, Kim pledged that the two Koreas will en sure they did not “re peat the un for tu nate history in
which past in ter-Korea agree ments ... �z zled out af ter be gin ning.”
The two previous Korean sum mits in 2000 and 2007, both of them in Py ongyang, also ended with dis plays of a� ec -
tion and sim i lar pledges, but the agree ments ul ti mately came to naught.
Af ter Fri day’s talks that last ing more than an hour and a half be hind closed doors, Kim was driven back to the North
side just be fore noon in a black li mou sine �anked by guards who ran along side. Cross ing the bor der, the ve hi cle had
to drive across a lawn, as there is not a road link ing the two sides at that spot.
Fol low ing lunch, the two lead ers cer e mo ni ally planted a memo rial tree be fore re sum ing their meet ing. They were
ex pected to �n ish the evening with din ner and a �lm.
Just days be fore the sum mit, Kim said North Korea would sus pend nu clear and long-range mis sile tests and dis -
man tle its only known nu clear test site.
But there is wide spread skep ti cism about whether Kim is ready to aban don the nu clear ar se nal his coun try has de -
fended and de vel oped for decades as what it says is a nec es sary de ter rent against US in va sion.
Two ear lier sum mits be tween the lead ers of North and South Korea, in Py ongyang in 2000 and 2007, failed to halt
the North’s weapons pro grams or im prove re la tions in a last ing way.
“Today, rather than cre ate re sults we won’t be able to carry out like in the past, we should make good re sults by
talk ing frankly about cur rent is sues, is sues of in ter est,” Kim said.
First to cross the line
Moon greeted Kim at the mil i tary de mar ca tion line, mak ing Kim the �rst North Korean leader to set foot in the
South since the 1950-1953 Korean War.
In an un planned move, Kim in vited Moon to step brie�y across into North Korea, be fore the two lead ers crossed
back into South Korea hold ing hands.
“I was ex cited to meet at this his toric place and it is re ally mov ing that you came all the way to the de mar ca tion line
to greet me in per son,” Kim said.
“It was your big de ci sion to make it here,” Moon said.
The two were handed �ow ers by South Korean chil dren, res i dents of a vil lage si t u ated in the DMZ, and met on a red
car pet by a South Korean honor guard in his tor i cal cos tumes play ing tra di tional mu sic.
Kim wore his trade mark black Mao suit, while the rest of the North Korean del e ga tion ap peared in mil i tary uni -
forms or Western at tire.



‘Start ing point of history’
“A new history starts now. An age of peace, from the start ing point of history,” Kim wrote in Korean in a guest book
in the South’s Peace House be fore talks be gan.
Min utes be fore Kim en tered Peace House, a North Korean se cu rity team con ducted a sweep for ex plo sives and lis -
ten ing de vices, and sprayed ap par ent dis in fec tant in the air, on the chairs and on the guest book.
The United States is hope ful talks will make progress on achiev ing peace and pros per ity, the White House said in a
state ment as the two men be gan their sum mit.
The White House also said it looks for ward to con tin u ing dis cus sions with South Korea in prepa ra tion for the
planned meet ing of Trump and Kim in the com ing weeks.
Just months ago, Trump and Kim were trad ing threats and in sults as the North made rapid ad vances in pur suit of
nu cle ar armed mis siles ca pa ble of hit ting the US.
Last year Py ongyang car ried out its sixth nu clear blast, by far its most pow er ful to date, and launched mis siles ca -
pa ble of reach ing the US main land.
Seoul demon stra tions
Moon trav eled to the meet ing in a large mo tor cade, stop ping brie�y to greet dozens of sum mit sup port ers wav ing
South Korean �ags near the pres i den tial Blue House in Seoul.
Hun dreds of demon stra tors were seen gath er ing in down town Seoul from early morn ing to protest or sup port the
sum mit.
Im pov er ished North Korea and the rich, demo cratic South are tech ni cally still at war be cause the Korean War ended
in a truce, not a peace treaty.
The US sta tions 28,500 troops in South Korea as a le gacy of the Cold War con �ict, which pit ted the South, the US
and UN forces against the com mu nist North, backed by China and Rus sia.
Kim and Trump are ex pected to meet in late May or June, with Trump say ing on Thurs day he was con sid er ing sev -
eral pos si ble dates and venues.


