
Pres i dent Duterte has or dered the Depart ment of La bor and Em ploy ment (Dole) to come
up with a list of com pa nies en gaged in la bor-only con tract ing as part of gov ern ment e� orts
to crack down on il le gal prac tices that a� ect a worker’s se cu rity of ten ure.

The or der came a day af ter Mala cañang an nounced that Mr. Duterte would no longer sign
an ex ec u tive or der (EO) end ing “endo” (end of con tract con trac tu al iza tion scheme), and
would rather have Congress amend the law on the prac tice.

Mr. Duterte’s mem o ran dum or ders La bor Sec re tary Sil vestre Bello III to sub mit within
30 days a com pre hen sive re port on the im ple men ta tion of Dole Depart ment Or der (DO) No.
174 on con tract ing and sub con tract ing, and Dole DO 183 on the en force ment of la bor laws.

The Pres i dent also wants a list of com pa nies en gaged or sus pected to be en gaged in la -
bor-only con tract ing, and di rected the Na tional La bor Re la tions Com mis sion to sub mit a
list of cases in volv ing re spon- dents found us ing this pro hib ited scheme.

La bor-only con tract ing re fers to an ar range ment where the con trac tor merely re cruits,
sup plies or places work ers to per form a job for a prin ci pal or client com pany.

‘5-5-5’ endo
In a press brie� ng, pres i den tial spokesper son Harry Roque said the Pres i dent’s di rec tive

was part of moves to put a stop to “5-5-5” endo, or the ter mi na tion of em ploy ees af ter �ve
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months of work so that com pa nies would not have to make them reg u lar work ers en ti tled to
bene�ts man dated by law.

“The prom ise of the Pres i dent is that while the de�  ni tion of con trac tu al iza tion does not
pro hibit ev ery thing, he will make sure that there would be no 5-5-5, or ‘cabo’ (la bor-only
con tract ing en tity),” Roque said.

He dubbed the crack down “Tokhang la ban sa cabo,” af ter the Philip pine Na tional Po -
lice’s con tro ver sial op er a tions against il le gal drugs.

Bello mean while stressed that even with out a pres i den tial EO, the gov ern ment was com -
mit ted to get ting rid of all il le gal forms of con trac tu al iza tion and would con tinue to im ple -
ment Dole DO 174.

He cited the Dole’s re cent di rec tives to fast food chains, Jol libee and Burger King, that
re sulted in the reg u lar iza tion of their work ers—6,482 for Jol libee and 704 for Burger King.

La bor Day ‘gift’
“Our track record will show that we do not hes i tate in our en force ment of DO 174,” he

added.
Bello said that work ers could still ex pect a La bor Day “gift” from the Pres i dent, though

he de clined to go into de tails.
“Be cause it is a May 1 cel e bra tion, the Pres i dent may do some thing or make a dra matic

is suance. We should ex pect some thing from the Pres i dent, like a ben e �t pack age prob a bly,
or an or der or di rec tive,” he said.

On the la bor front, the Nagkaisa la bor coali tion has slammed Pres i dent Duterte’s de ci -
sion to re nege on his cam paign prom ise to end con trac tu al iza tion.

“He made work ers wait for more than two years, only to end up at the doorsteps of
Congress beg ging for a stricter ver sion of anti-con trac tu al iza tion bills,” the group said in a
statement, adding that this move would send the wrong mes sage to Congress.

The la bor coali tion also called on all work ers’ groups to close ranks and com mem o rate
May 1 as a day of in dig na tion and protest.

“The �ght is not yet over. This only proves that the force of rea son does not pre vail in
fa vor of la bor as there are much more pow er ful forces like the em ploy ers and their or ga ni -
za tions that can sway the de ci sion of the Pres i dent,” Nagkaisa’s statement said.


