
The DepEd, the busi ness sec tor and stu dents should be gin look ing for the right bal ance be tween
academics and tech ni cal train ing to en sure the suc cess of the K-12 pro gram.

Af ter the coun try’s �rst batch of Grade 12 �n ish ers re ceive their diplo mas this month, the
Depart ment of Education (DepEd), pri vate busi nesses, and stu dents may have to sit down and dis -
cuss ways to �nd the right bal ance be tween aca demic load and tech ni cal train ing to en sure the
long-term suc cess of the se nior high school (SHS) pro gram.

Of the more than 1.2 mil lion pioneer SHS grad u ates, at least 61 per cent or 765,000 com pleted
the aca demic track. With the re cently leg is lated free tu ition in all state univer si ties as en cour age -
ment, most of them were ex pected to pro ceed to col lege.

Nearly 480,000 �n ished the tech ni cal-vo ca tional-liveli hood (TVL) track. About 2,100 com -
pleted the sports track, and more than 4,700 the arts and de sign track.

One TVL grad u ate, Ge orge Vin cent Pa galilauan of Ra mon Magsaysay High School in Quezon
City, told the In quirer he still plans to go to col lege for a crim i nol ogy de gree.

At the same time, the 18-year-old said he’d keep his job in the restau rant he had in terned in to
sup port his col lege stud ies and to pre pare him in putting up his own eatery busi ness.

Pa galilauan’s de ci sion to pur sue higher education de spite hav ing taken a di� er ent track is not
un usual. Most of the 77 grad u ates of Don Ale jan dro Ro ces Sr. High School—a model school for TVL
train ing—also plan to go on to col lege.

Gina Basilides, Ro ces High’s SHS ad viser, said the school was not con cerned about the stu dents’
de ci sion, es pe cially since the tech-voc pro gram does not push grad u ates to im me di ately seek em -
ploy ment af ter high school.

Exit exam
To de ter mine whether SHS grad u ates pos sessed the 21st cen tury skills that the DepEd wanted

them to im bibe, the depart ment planned a ba sic education as sess ment (BEA), or exit, exam.
How ever, due to the fail ure in the bid ding for the test ing ma te ri als, the DepEd could not con -

duct the exit exam na tion wide.
Education Un der sec re tary Lorna Dig-Dino said that apart from BEA, there were other in di ca tors

that would help gov ern ment de ter mine the suc cess of the pro gram, in clud ing the rates at which
se nior high grad u ates were be ing hired.

There are also on go ing stud ies on the is sues and con cerns re gard ing the im ple men ta tion of the
SHS pro gram, ac cord ing to Dino.

O�  cials, nev er the less, are al ready see ing one bright spot in the new en hanced ba sic education
pro gram—the high num ber of Grade 11 en trants.
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De spite ini tial fears that many, if not ma jor ity, of Grade 10 stu dents would not ad vance to the
next level, the DepEd found that nearly all of around 1.5 mil lion ju nior high �n ish ers en tered se -
nior high in June 2016, when the SHS pro gram be gan its full im ple men ta tion.

Voucher pro gram
The big num ber of en rollees was due in part to the DepEd’s voucher pro gram that funded stu -

dents en ter ing SHS in pri vate schools.
In the pre-K-12 pro gram, Grade 11 would have been the �rst year of col lege. In the past, only

half of high school grad u ates went on to col lege, ac cord ing to Education Un der sec re tary Ton isito
Umali. The new �g ures show that more stu dents stay in school longer.

“That by it self makes the im ple men ta tion of the K-12 pro- gram a suc cess,” Umali said. “In
terms of the ul ti mate ob jec tive of whether they landed a job, pro ceeded to col lege, or have set up a
busi ness, al low us to wait af ter grad u a tion and we’ll make a re port.”

Love Basil lote, ex ec u tive di rec tor of the ad vo cacy group Philip pine Busi ness for Education, also
said it was “too early to judge” the K-12 education re form pro gram, which was a �ag ship pro ject
of the Aquino ad min is tra tion.

She said the coun try would have to wait un til 2024 for the “�rst true batch” of grad u ates, re fer -
ring to stu dents who would have com pleted se nior high school by then af ter en ter ing kinder gaten
in 2011 when the new K-12-ori ented ba sic education cur ricu lum was in tro duced in the coun try.

Since the DepEd was al ready pour ing in a lot of re sources to en sure that chil dren go to school
and stay in school, the chal lenge that re mains is im prov ing the qual ity of their education, Basil lote
said.

“Are we re ally meet ing our the o ret i cal com pe ten cies? We need to as sess that and pay at ten tion
to it over the next cou ple of years. It’s not enough that the chil dren are study ing; what’s im por tant
is that they should be learn ing,” she said.

One thing the gov ern ment could do to im prove the K-12 pro gram is to re move the TVL track
from the DepEd, sug gested Al berto Fenix, pres i dent of the Philip pine Cham ber of Com merce and
In dus try’s Hu man Re source De vel op ment Foun da tion.

TVL track
Fenix is propos ing that the DepEd turn over the teach ing and train ing of stu dents in the TVL

track to the Tech ni cal Education and Skills De vel op ment Au thor ity (Tesda), “to give them an hon -
est-to-good ness techvoc train ing.”

“The TVL track is some how be ing left be hind be cause the peo ple at the DepEd don’t re ally know
much about it,” Fenix said. “Why don’t we in stead give the bud get [for TVL] to Tesda for them to
im ple ment it? Let them do a bet ter job at im ple ment ing it than the DepEd, which doesn’t know
any thing about tech-voc.”

Be sides, he added, stu dents who �n ished the TVL track would still have to ob tain from Tesda a
na tional cer ti � ca tion to val i date the skills and com pe ten cies they had ac quired and make sure
these were up to stan dard. This, in turn, could boost their re sumé.

Since a con sid er able num ber of TVL grad u ates would likely im me di ately look for a job af ter
grad u a tion, it would be more ra tio nal to fo cus their cur ricu lum on train ing for work, rather than
bur den ing it with too many aca demic sub jects more rel e vant to stu dents plan ning to go to col lege,
Fenix said.

If TVL �n ish ers later opt to con tinue on to col lege, there are bridg ing pro grams such as the al -
ter na tive learn ing schemes that could help them qual ify for col lege work, he added.

“These are the ap proaches we should look into. The whole point is, we have to give our young
peo ple the op por tu nity,” Fenix said.

Umali said Fenix’s pro posal “needs fur ther study.”



He said, al low ing Tesda to han dle the TVL track could not be done legally with out amend ing
some laws, in clud ing the Gov er nance of Ba sic Education Act of 2001, which man dates the DepEd to
im ple ment ba sic education that in cludes the SHS pro gram.

“While the pro posal sounds log i cal and has some wis dom to it, since Tesda is the gov ern ment
body man dated by law to cater to tech-voc education, un der the law whenwe talk about ba sic
education it is the DepEd that should be on top of it,” he said.

Umali added that they could not re duce the time al lot ted for academics in the TVL track in fa vor
of skills train ing and work im mer sion.

“We want our chil dren to be equipped with sev eral com pe ten cies re gard less of the track they
take,” he said.

The ac tivist youth group, Sama han ng Pro gre si bong Ka bataan (Spark), has raised an other con -
cern about SHS grad u ates—their lack of in for ma tion about la bor rights that could make them easy
prey to ex ploita tive em ploy ers.

Spark said the DepEd should beef up its cur ricu lum to in clude em ploy ment poli cies, griev ance
pro ce dures, state-sanc tioned ben e �ts and other po lit i cal rights in the work place so that SHS grad -
u ates will not be vic tim ized by abu sive em ploy ers “or worse, par a sitic man power agen cies.”

The DepEd ad mits that there is no ded i cated sub ject on la bor rights and la bor poli cies, and that
la bor-re lated laws are taken up only “in bits” with the stu dents. But a sub ject deal ing with la bor
rights in the cur ricu lum was be ing con sid ered, the agency added.


