
Pres i dent Duterte on Satur day re it er ated that the gov ern ment was do ing ev ery thing it could
to put an end to abuses against Filipino migrant work ers in the Mid dle East.

Mr. Duterte gave the as sur ance to Pahima Ala gasi, the Filipino maid who su� ered se ri ous
in juries in 2014 when her em ployer’s mother poured boil ing wa ter on her, dur ing their meet -
ing here, Spe cial As sis tant to the Pres i dent Christo pher Go said.

Go said Mr. Duterte told Ala gasi, a na tive of Pikit, North Cota bato prov ince, that he was not
blam ing migrant work ers for what they were go ing through in the Mid dle East be- cause they
had been driven there by poverty.

As sur ance of help
But while the Pres i dent re minded mi grants to be ex tra care ful in for eign coun tries, where

the cul ture and law di� ered from the Philip pines, he gave as sur ances the gov ern ment would
help “in any way we can to as sist them, be it a le gal mat ter or be it la bor and em ployer re -
lated,” Go said.

He said Mr. Duterte told Ala gasi that the gov ern ment would al ways work so that the in ter est
and well-be ing of Filipino migrant work ers would be up held.

In April last year, Mr. Duterte �ew to Riyadh to wit ness the sign ing of an agree ment for bet -
ter pro tec tion for Filipino work ers in Saudi Ara bia.

The agree ment ended long work hours and the with hold ing of pass ports, among other
things.

Re cently, the Kuwaiti gov ern ment also agreed to reg u late work ing con di tions for Filipinos
in the Gulf state.

The agree ment came af ter Mr. Duterte or dered a ban on the de ploy ment of new work ers to
Kuwait over the death of Filipino maid Joanna De mafe lis in the oil-rich Arab coun try.

Mr. Duterte said he would travel to Kuwait for the sign ing of the agree ment.
Un der the deal, Filipino maids would be al lowed a day’s rest each week and that they can

keep their pass ports.
They would also be al lowed to use cell phones so they could keep in touch with their fam i -

lies in the Philip pines.
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