
BU LUAN, MAGUIN DANAO— Once peace in Min danao is achieved, Pres i dent Duterte will de clare
the whole is land a land re form area and dis trib ute gov ern ment land, in clud ing mil i tary reser va -
tions, to the peo ple.

“I’ll give it all to you. You �nd pub lic land, in clud ing those where mil i tary camps are sit u ated,
that’s yours,” he said on Wed nes day dur ing the turnover of some 900 sur ren dered �rearms from
var i ous Maguin danao towns.

Large tracts of gov ern ment lands, he said, have re mained idle and have not con trib uted to the
econ omy. “Noth ing will hap pen to it,” he said. “I will give it all. You plant rub ber. You plant palm.”

Mr. Duterte said that in or der to achieve peace, the pas sage of the Bangsamoro Ba sic Law (BBL)
had to be ac cel er ated.

“Let us fast-track the [pas sage of the] BBL. The BBL does not mean all of Min danao will be
Moro. (BBL) would be like the Lib eral or (Na cional ista) Party. It will am plify the voice of the Moro
for the na tional gov ern ment to lis ten to,” he said.

Be fore May ends
Mr. Duterte said he was try ing his best to have the BBL passed. “I am promis ing you, it will pass

be fore May [ends]. If not, I will re sign from the pres i dency,” he said.
Congress will re sume ses sions on May 14.
Mr. Duterte said he would be a “use less Pres i dent” if his ad min is tra tion could not solve the

coun try’s prob lems, par tic u larly the Moro prob lem.
“I want you to be es tab lished. I will talk to Nur (Moro Na tional Lib er a tion Front found ing chair

Misuari) on what the ar range ment would be,” he said. “But you will have a de�  nite Moro ter ri tory.
All the gov ern ment land, that’s yours.”

Mr. Duterte also asked all Moro peo ple to seek peace.
“Let’s con tinue to talk be cause if you shoot a po lice man or a sol dier, they will take up re venge.

It will never end and no body will win. Be lieve me,” he said.
Trou ble will only fur ther drag the coun try down if such in ci dents per sisted, he added.
“Wewill end up a poor coun try for ever, �ght ing each other,” he said. “And nei ther will �rearms

do any good for the Moro peo ple.”
‘No one like me’
“What can it pro vide your fam ily? Can you ed u cate your fam ily with it? Can you plant your

liveli hood with it?” he said.
Mr. Duterte said the Moro peo ple should be lieve him be cause he was one of them and “be cause

no one like me would prob a bly come again.”
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Maguin danao Gov. Es mael Man gu da datu, said the sur ren der of the �rearms was a man i fes ta -
tion of the peo ple’s sup port for the Duterte ad min is tra tion’s cam paign against loose weapons.

Man gu da datu, who lost his wife and sev eral loved ones in the so-called Maguin danao Mas sacre
on Nov. 23, 2009, agreed that guns would not do good to Moro fam i lies.

“It will only cause trou ble and we have seen that for many years now,” he said.
Man gu da datu said the provincial gov ern ment would con tinue to con vince peo ple to sur ren der

their guns in ex change for liveli hood and the ed u ca tion of their chil dren.
“We have started spon sor ing stu dents from fam i lies who do not have guns un der the Maguin -

danao schol ar ship pro gram,” he said.


