
THE Plar idel By pass Road project, a new ar te rial road travers ing the mu nic i pal i ties of
Balag tas, Guigu into, Plar idel, Bus tos, and San Rafael in the province of Bu la can has been
opened.

DPWH Sec re tary Mark A. Vil lar, Min is ter Kei ichi Ishii of the govern ment of Ja pan’s Min -
istry of Land, In fra struc ture, Trans port, and Tourism, Un der sec re tary Emil K. Sadain and
Ja panese Am bas sador Koji Haneda in au gu rated the open ing of the two lane project which
by passed the peren nial tra� c con ges tion at the core ur ban ar eas along Philip pines-Ja pan
Friend ship High way also called Ma har lika High way road sec tion from Plar idel, Pulilan, and
Bal i uag to San Rafael.
Short en ing travel time to and from North Lu zon Ex press way via a new in ter change at Brgy.
Burol 2nd, Balag tas to the Philip pines-Ja pan Friend ship High way in Brgy. Maasim, San
Rafael, Bu la can, the in fra struc ture project is ex pected to ac com mo date 15,000 ve hi cles per
day and cut travel time be tween NLEX-Balag tas to Ma har lika High way in San Rafael by as
much as 30 min utes.
Funded by the Govern ment of the Philip pines (GOP) and Govern ment of Ja pan through Ja -
pan In ter na tional Co op er a tion Agency (JICA) � nanc ing, the Plar idel By pass Road Project
Phase II in volves the con struc tion of Con tract Pack age 3 cov er ing a length of 2.22 kilo me -
ters and Con tract Pack age 4 with a length of 7.74 kilo me ters.
Open ing of the en tire Plar idel By pass Road will fa cil i tate a more con ve nient move ment of
goods and ser vices to and from Metro Manila to wards eastern part of Bu la can and ad ja cent
Nueva Ecija province.
On the same day, con struc tion of Plar idel By pass Road Project Phase III also started — as
we widen the road project from two lanes to four lanes.
Pasig-Marik ina River Chan nel Im prove ment com pleted
The Depart ment of Pub lic Works and High ways (DPWH) also in au gu rated Phase 3 of a
16.97-Bil lion �ood con trol project which spans from Del pan Bridge to the lower Marik ina
River — from Napin dan Chan nel to the down stream of Mang ga han Flood way.
Ma jor works in the 13.34-Bil lion Con tract Pack age No. 1 in clude the con struc tion and im -
prove ment of 12.43-kilo me ter revet ments with river wall, 6.54-kilo me ter steel sheet pile,
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and 166 drainage out lets with man holes and con nect ing pipes along Pasig River in the
cities of Manila, Makati, Man daluy ong, and Pasig.
For the 13.63-bil lion Con tract Pack age No. 2, ma jor works in clude the dredg ing of 950,000
cu bic meters along the 5-kilo me ter Lower Marik ina River, con struc tion of dike/revet ment,
1.8-kilo me ter steel sheet pile, drainage works with nine sluice struc tures, and 1,400-me ter
main drainage cov er ing Pasig, Taguig, and Que zon City.
The project will de crease �ood in un da tion by 18% equiv a lent to about 750 hectares, re duce
�ood dam age by about 114.3 bil lion, eliminate the �ood ing of about 49,051 a� ected struc -
tures, and re duce the a� ected pop u la tion by 200,000.


