
LEILANI ES TATES (AFP) —Thou sands of peo ple have been forced to �ee af ter a mag ni tude
6.9 earth quake shook Hawaii’s Big Is land, trig ger ing the col lapse of a coastal cli� and
prompt ing fresh erup tions of a vol cano that has been spew ing lava near res i den tial ar eas.

No in juries have been re ported but sev eral homes were de stroyed or badly dam aged by the
quake on Fri day, the big gest to hit the is land since 1975, au thor i ties said. It caused small
sea-level changes but no tsunamis.
The US Ge o log i cal Sur vey said the quake struck at 12:32 p.m. (2232 GMT) and was cen tered
on the south �ank of the Ki lauea vol cano, which �rst erupted on Thurs day af ter a se ries of
tremors.
A 5.7-mag ni tude tremor hit the is land ear lier on Fri day. The quakes prompted the Ki lauea
vol cano, one of �ve ac tive on the is land, to erupt.
The quakes tem po rar ily cut power to thou sands of house holds.
The Fed eral Avi a tion Ad min is tra tion im posed �ight re stric tions over the area through
Mon day for all but re lief op er a tions.
The quakes trig gered rock slides on trails in Hawaii Vol ca noes Na tional Park, and caused a
coastal cli� to col lapse into the ocean.
O�  cials or dered a rare clo sure of the park, which cov ers more than a tenth of the is land’s
to tal sur face. About 2,600 vis i tors were evac u ated.
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“It is cur rently not safe to be here,” Park Su per in ten dent Cindy Or lando said in a state -
ment.
Video footage showed or ange magma gush ing up from cracks in the ground and snaking
through a wooded area.
Molten lava could also be seen bub bling up through cracks on streets in the Leilani Es tates
and La nipuna Gar dens neigh bor hood, where res i dents were or dered to evac u ate on Thurs -
day.
The area is home to about 1,700 peo ple and 770 struc tures, and some 10,000 peo ple live in
the broader district po ten tially im pacted.
Gov. David Ige mo bi lized the Hawaii Na tional Guard, which de ployed about 70 sol diers and
air men to help with evac u a tion, neigh bor hood se cu rity and other emer gency work.
“It seems like a lot of folks have left with the guard,” Con gress woman Tulsi Gab bard said
on CNN, adding that she did not an tic i pate the ac tive vol cano threat hurt ing tourism.


