
The Depart ment of In for ma tion and Com mu ni ca tions Tech nol ogy (DICT) ex pects to name a new telco
player within the year in stead of an ini tial self-im posed tar get of mak ing the an nounce ment be fore Pres -
i dent Duterte’s State of the Na tion Ad dress in July as the terms of ref er ence (TOR) for the se lec tion
process has yet to be � nal ized.
DICT o�  cer-in-charge Eliseo Rio Jr. said the gov ern ment would name the new telco player “within the
year.”
Ear lier, he said the self-im posed tar get is to make the an nounce ment be fore the Pres i dent’s SONA in July.
The gov ern ment is still work ing on the TOR for the se lec tion process for a third telco player.
An over sight com mit tee com posed of the DICT as chair, as well as the Depart ment of Fi nance, O� ce of
the Ex ec u tive Sec re tary and Na tional Se cu rity Ad viser, is as sist ing the Na tional Telecom mu ni ca tions
Com mis sion (NTC) in com ing up with the draft TOR for the se lec tion and as sign ment of ra dio fre quen cies
to the new telco player.
“The draft TOR may be pub lished for pub lic dis cus sions by mid May, on a best e� ort on our part,” Rio
said.
He said the bid ding process, mean while, may start be fore the SONA in July.
“By SONA, the peo ple will know what com pa nies are join ing the bid ding, and they will be given around 45
days to come up with their bid pro pos als to be dropped at the same time on bid ding day,” he said.
Un der Mem o ran dum Or der 2 re leased by the DICT ear lier this month, par ties in ter ested to bid for the
third telco slot would need to have a paid in cap i tal of at least P10 bil lion as in di cated on lat est au dited � -
nan cial state ments.
In ter ested par ties should also hold a Con gres sional fran chise not re lated to any dom i nant telco player
and should not have any li a bil i ties with the NTC.
In ad di tion, in ter ested par ties should have ex pe ri ence in pro vi sion ing, delivery and op er a tions of
telecom mu ni ca tions ser vices in the last �ve years.
For the se lec tion process, the ap pli cant with the high est com mit ted level of ser vice or in vest ment for the
�rst �ve years of op er a tions would be named as the new ma jor telco player.
Ear lier, Rio said the groups to be led by �rms Philip pine Tele graph and Tele phone Corp., NOW Corp., and
Con verge ICT So lu tions Inc., are ex pected to take part in the se lec tion process.
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