
SIN GA PORE – South east Asia faces “very real” threats from the Is lamic State (IS) group de spite their de -
feat in the Mid dle East, as well as cy ber at tacks, Sin ga pore’s prime min is ter warned yes ter day at a re -
gional sum mit.
Parts of the 10-coun try re gion have long strug gled with Is lamic mil i tancy and the emer gence of IS has
served as a new ral ly ing point for rad i cals and reen er gized ex trem ist groups.
A deadly gun and sui cide-bombing at tack in the In done sian cap i tal Jakarta in 2016 was the �rst IS-
claimed as sault in the re gion, while the Philip pine city of Marawi was over run last year by �ght ers loyal
to the ji hadists, trig ger ing a months-long bat tle that killed hun dreds.
Fears are also grow ing that South east Asia, which is home to boom ing economies where a grow ing num -
ber of peo ple are adopt ing dig i tal tech nol ogy in their ev ery day lives, could be in creas ingly tar geted by cy -
ber at tack ers.
Open ing the sum mit of the As so ci a tion of South east Asian Na tions (ASEAN) in Sin ga pore, Prime Min is ter
Lee Hsien Loong warned that IS con tin ues to threaten the re gion, home to about 650 mil lion peo ple, de -
spite their mil i tary de feat in Iraq and Syria.
He also warned the move to ward dig i tal iza tion has made coun tries more vul ner a ble to cy ber at tacks.
“South east Asia is at peace, but these threats are very real,” he said. “We need to be re silient to both con -
ven tional threats, and also non-con ven tional threats such as ter ror ism and cy ber at tacks.”
The lead ers at a work ing din ner Fri day ahead of their for mal sum mit agreed to in crease coordination to
shield coun tries from cy ber at tacks.
Trade war fears
In a bid to give teeth to the �ght against ter ror ism and other transna tional crimes, the lead ers agreed for
their o�  cials to start talks on an ASEAN-wide ex tra di tion treaty.
O�  cials have al ready com pleted a model of a treaty on which a re gional agree ment could be based.
“We now need just to for mal ize that (the model treaty) and to start ne go ti at ing an ac tual ASEAN ex tra di -
tion treaty,” Lee said at a post-sum mit news con fer ence.
“It should not take very long be cause the model is al ready there, it’s just a mat ter of tweak ing and mak -
ing sure it’s in a com plete doc u ment.”
In a � nal state ment, the lead ers vowed to �ght a “ris ing tide of pro tec tion ism” and in ten sify e� orts to
con clude talks for a mas sive 16-na tion free trade zone that could in clude China and In dia, called the Re -
gional Com pre hen sive Eco nomic Part ner ship.
Lee warned that the open global trad ing sys tem, which has al lowed many of the re gion’s ex port-driven
economies to �our ish, has come un der in creas ing threat due to pro tec tion ist poli cies in ma jor economies.
“The po lit i cal mood in many coun tries has shifted against free trade,” he said. “In par tic u lar, the trade
ten sions be tween the US and China are wor ry ing con cerns.”
Wash ing ton and Beijing have im posed tit-for-tat tar i�s on bil lions of dol lars worth of goods which an a -
lysts said could es ca late into a global trade war and scup per global growth.
ASEAN is com posed of Brunei, Cam bo dia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myan mar, Philip pines, Sin ga pore,
Thai land and Viet nam.

Southeast Asia faces threats from IS,
cyberattacks, trade war
The Philippine Star · 29 Apr 2018 · 5

- Computer crimes


