
WASH ING TON – Ex tra ju di cial killings fu eled largely by the Duterte ad min is tra tion’s anti-drugs cam -
paign per sisted in 2017 with many of the cases not in ves ti gated and their per pe tra tors re main ing un pun -
ished, the US State Depart ment said in a re port.

In its 2017 Coun try Re ports on Hu man Rights Prac tices re leased on Fri day, the State Depart ment said
the Philip pines only in ves ti gated a lim ited num ber of re ported hu man rights abuses, in clud ing those al -
legedly com mit ted by se cu rity forces, paramil i taries and in sur gent and ter ror ist groups.

“Con cerns about po lice im punity in creased sig ni�  cantly fol low ing the sharp in crease in po lice killings.
Pres i dent Duterte pub licly re jected crit i cism of po lice killings, but he said au thor i ties would in ves ti gate
any ac tions taken out side the rule of law,” it said.

“Sig ni�  cant con cerns per sisted about im punity of civil ian national and lo cal gov ern ment o�  cials and
pow er ful busi ness and com mer cial �g ures,” it added.

Ex tra ju di cial killings have been the chief hu man rights con cern in the Philip pines for many years and
after a sharp rise with

the on set of the anti-drug cam paign in 2016 they con tin ued in 2017, it said.
The re port said the Philip pine National Po lice (PNP) claimed to have be gun in ves ti ga tions of all re ports

of ex tra ju di cial killings.
As of Au gust 2017 po lice claimed to have re solved 1,889 cases and 4,373 cases re mained under in ves ti -

ga tion, the re port said.
It said from July 2016 through Oc to ber 2017, lo cal law en force ment agen cies re ported that 3,967 “drug

per son al i ties” died in con nec tion with anti-drug oper a tions in the Philip pines.
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The re port ac knowl edged the num ber of al leged ex tra ju di cial killings var ied widely as gov ern ment and
non govern men tal or ga ni za tions used di� er ent in ter pre ta tions to sep a rate po lit i cally mo ti vated killings
from drug-re lated cases.

Po lice also changed the lan guage they used with re spect to deaths out side o�  cial po lice ac tions, re fer -
ring to them uni formly as “homi cide cases.”

“From Jan uary to the end of Septem ber, me dia re ports chron i cled more than 900 fa tal i ties in po lice
oper a tions sus pected to be con nected with the gov ern ment’s anti-drug cam paign,” read the re port.

The re port cited the case of 17year old Kian Loyd de los San tos, who was killed by mem bers of the
Caloocan po lice dur ing an an tidrug op er a tion, as well as al le ga tions of un sanc tioned drug raids and mis -
man age ment of ev i dence.

It added as of Oc to ber 2017, no crim i nal com plaints had been �led by the Pub lic At tor ney’s O�ce or the
National Bu reau of In ves ti ga tion against po lice o�  cers ac cused of un law ful killings.

Only a lim ited num ber of re ported hu man rights abuses were in ves ti gated by the Duterte ad min is tra -
tion, the coun try re port said.

“Gov ern ment mech a nisms to in ves ti gate and pun ish abuse and cor rup tion in the se cu rity forces re -
mained largely in e� ec tive,” the State Depart ment said.

The US gov ern ment also noted other hu man rights con cerns in the Philip pines, in clud ing tor ture and
abuse of pris on ers and de tainees by se cu rity forces, of ten harsh and life-threat en ing prison con di tions,
war rant less ar rests by se cu rity forces and cases of ap par ent gov ern ment dis re gard for le gal rights and due
process.

Abuse of power
It also noted the ex is tence of po lit i cal pris on ers like Sen. Leila de Lima, killings of and threats against

jour nal ists, o�  cial cor rup tion and abuse of power.
Cit ing in ci dents such as the Marawi cri sis, the State Depart ment noted that con �icts con tin ued be tween

the gov ern ment and Mus lim sep a ratists, com mu nist in sur gents and ter ror ist groups.
It said such in ci dents re sulted in dis place ment of com mu ni ties and deaths of se cu rity force mem bers

and civil ians.
“Ter ror ist or ga ni za tions en gaged in kid nap pings for ran som, bomb ings of civil ian tar gets, be head ings

and the use of child sol diers in com bat or aux il iary roles, and the or ga ni za tions op er ated shadow gov ern -
ments in ar eas they con trolled,” read the re port.

Re leased every year, the US coun try re ports on hu man rights prac tices doc u ment the sta tus of hu man
rights and worker rights in nearly 200 coun tries and ter ri to ries.

“These re ports are re quired by US law and are used by a va ri ety of ac tors, in clud ing the US Congress, the
ex ec u tive branch and the ju di cial branch as a fac tual re source for de ci sion mak ing on mat ters rang ing from
as sis tance to asy lum,” Act ing Sec re tary of State John Sul li van said.

“Our for eign pol icy re �ects who we are and pro motes free dom as a matter of prin ci ple and in ter est. We
seek to lead other na tions by ex am ple in pro mot ing just and e� ec tive gov er nance based on the rule of law
and re spect for hu man rights. The United States will con tinue to sup port those around the world strug gling
for hu man dig nity and lib erty,” he added.

Sul li van said the most egre gious hu man rights vi o la tors were Syria, Burma, North Korea, China, Iran,
Turkey, Venezuela and Rus sia.

In Manila, Com mis sion on Hu man Rights (CHR) chair man Chito Gas con said the con tents of the State
Depart ment re port did not sur prise him.

“The US State Depart ment is sues its global hu man rights re port an nu ally around this time high light ing
the con cerns from across the world,” Gas con said in a text mes sage.

“It had al ready raised con cerns about the drug war deaths in the coun try in its pre vi ous re port. It is not
sur pris ing that it would do so again as the Duterte ad min is tra tion has es sen tially ig nored the con cerns
raised by the in ter na tional com mu nity on the matter,” he added.

The CHR is a vo cal critic of the war on drugs. It has re peat edly urged the gov ern ment to �le cases
against po lice o�  cers in volved in so-called nan la ban (re sist ing ar rest) cases.

Filipinos know bet ter



Re act ing to the re port, For eign A� airs Sec re tary Alan Pe ter Cayetano said “we do not need oth ers who
think they know bet ter than us Filipinos to tell us what to do.”

He re it er ated his ap peal to the in ter na tional com mu nity to re spect the sovereignty of the Philip pines.
“As a sov er eign na tion, the Philip pines de serves the same kind of re spect we have been ex tend ing to our

friends in the in ter na tional com mu nity,” he said.
The sec re tary main tained that the Philip pines, as a sov er eign state with a fully func tion ing democ racy,

has its own in ter nal pro cesses and mech a nisms to en sure that the hu man rights of ev ery one are pro tected
and re spected.

“We would like to em pha size that our vig or ous cam paign against crim i nal ity, most es pe cially against
the il le gal drug trade, seeks to pro mote the wel fare and pro tect the hu man rights of all Filipinos – to save
lives, to pre serve fam i lies, to pro tect com mu ni ties and stop the coun try from slid ing into a narco-state,”
said the sec re tary.

Mean while, Se nate Pres i dent Aquilino Pi mentel III lashed out at the Euro pean Par lia ment for crit i ciz ing
the Duterte ad min is tra tion’s war on drugs and for call ing for the re lease of De Lima from de ten tion.

Pi mentel said the Euro pean Par lia ment ap pears to be “mi cro manag ing” the Philip pines with its state -
ments on ex tra ju di cial killings.

“They want to be the ones to im ple ment our laws against il le gal drugs. Even the cases against ter ror -
ists, which are be ing han dled by the Depart ment of Jus tice, they also want to be the ones to de cide on this.
They are in ter fer ing too much into our a� airs and I am dis ap pointed with them,” Pi mentel said over ra dio
dwIZ yes ter day.

He said it was un ac cept able that par lia men tar i ans from “thou sands of kilo me ters away from the
Philip pines” ap pear to know more about what is hap pen ing in the coun try than Filipinos them selves.

“Why do they think they’re so good? Why would they have more knowl edge about our own sit u a tion on
the ground?” Pi mentel said.

In the joint res o lu tion, the Euro pean Par lia ment also called on the Philip pine gov ern ment to remove the
ter ror ist tag on United Na tions spe cial rap por teur on hu man rights Vic to ria Tauli Cor puz.

Pi mentel noted there is a process for the in clu sion of per son al i ties in the list of known ter ror ists and the
case in volv ing Cor puz is not yet � nal.

“We have due process. They can de fend them selves through our court pro cesses. So why is the EU par -
lia ment the one de cid ing for us?” Pi mentel said.

Ac cord ing to Pi mentel, he has re peat edly tried to ex plain the ac tual sit u a tion in the coun try in re sponse
to their con cerns but the Euro pean mem bers of par lia ment ap pear to be not in ter ested.

He re called how he had al ready ex plained to them the case of De Lima, a “friend” to whom – he claimed
– he owes a debt of grat i tude.

Pi mentel noted the Supreme Court had al ready re jected her mo tion to have her case dis missed.
“Now here they (par lia men tar i ans) have not read the pe ti tion, the mer its of the case. I do not want to

talk to this kind of peo ple. These kinds of de bates and dis cus sions will lead nowhere. These are not rea son -
able peo ple so it’s a waste of time,” Pi mentel said.

Cayetano ear lier called the res o lu tion a prod uct of “bi ased, in com plete and even wrong in for ma tion.”
“The Euro pean Par lia ment has crossed a red line when it called for un war ranted ac tions against the

Philip pines,” said Cayetano.
He added the mes sage of the res o lu tion “does not re �ect the true sit u a tion on the ground.”
–


