
The cre ation of an over sight com mit tee for the en try of a new ma jor player in the telecom -
mu ni ca tions in dus try is a pos i tive de vel op ment as this would help en sure a trans par ent
process, ac cord ing to the De part ment of In for ma tion and Com mu ni ca tions Tech nol ogy
(DICT).

“We wel come it very much. It will make the se lec tion process for the new ma jor telco player
trans par ent and ob jec tive, tak ing into con sid er a tion the con cerns of stake hold ers, in clud ing
other gov ern ment de part ments,” DICT o�  cerin-charge Eliseo Rio Jr. said.

Un der Ad min is tra tive Or der (AO) 11 is sued by Pres i dent Duterte and dated April 6, an over -
sight com mit tee com posed of the DICT as chair, the De part ment of Fi nance, O� ce of the Ex -
ec u tive Sec re tary and Na tional Se cu rity Ad viser would be set up to over see the en try a new
telco player.

The over sight com mit tee would as sist the Na tional Telecom mu ni ca tions Com mis sion
(NTC) in com ing up with the terms of ref er ence (TOR) of the se lec tion and as sign ment of ra dio
fre quen cies.

It will also check the com pli ance of the NTC and other agencies with the pro vi sions of the
TOR, en sure timely implementation, call for as sis tance of other agencies when nec es sary, and
ex er cise in ci den tal pow ers as may be needed.

Asked if the is suance of the AO would have an e� ect on the time line for the se lec tion
process, Rio said the DICT is stick ing with its plan to name a third telco player be fore the Pres -
i dent’s State of the Na tion’s Ad dress (SONA) in July.

“Our time line is still with the sel� m posed dead line of hav ing a third telco player be fore the
Pres i dent’s SONA,” he said.

The DICT is still work ing on the draft TOR for the se lec tion of a new telco player.
Ear lier, he said the DICT ex pects to have the draft TOR within the month.
Af ter the re lease of the draft, con sul ta tions with stake hold ers will fol low be fore a � nal ver -

sion is re leased in the sec ond week of May.
In ter ested bid ders would be given time to pre pare their o� ers from June un til the �rst week

of July.
Three groups to be led by �rms Philip pine Tele graph and Tele phone Corp., NOW Corp., and

Con verge ICT So lu tions Inc., are ex pected to take part in the se lec tion process. –
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