
To en sure bet ter work ing con di tions for over seas Filipino work ers (OFWs) in Kuwait, the
gov ern ment is adopt ing a stan dard em ploy ment con tract for all those to be de ployed in the
Arab coun try.

A spe cial com mit tee has been cre ated to draft the stan dard em ploy ment con tract for
Kuwait, La bor Sec re tary Sil vestre Bello III said yes ter day.

“Af ter the sign ing of the pro posed agree ment with the Kuwaiti gov ern ment, the stan dard
em ploy ment con tract will be adopted,” Bello said.

“The stan dard con tract will in clude all the sug ges tions of Pres i dent Duterte such as the al -
low able work hours for OFWs, hours of sleep, food, day o�. All these will be cov ered un der the
con tract,” he said

Bello said the Depart ment of La bor and Em ploy ment (DOLE) would look into the sug ges tion
of the Pres i dent for a gov ern ment-to-gov ern ment de ploy ment of Filipino work ers in Kuwait.

“It is just an idea of the gov ern ment, but still no speci�cs so we have to study if it will in -
volve skilled or do mes tic work ers only. The Pres i dent wants to strengthen the pro tec tion of
our work ers through gov ern ment-to-gov ern ment de ploy ment,” he said.

At this time, the Philip pines is pri or i tiz ing the forg ing of the mem o ran dum of agree ment
with Kuwait as part of an e� ort to pro vide ad di tional pro tec tion for OFWs.

Bello clar i �ed that the sign ing of the agree ment would not au to mat i cally lead to the lift ing
of the de ploy ment ban in Kuwait.

The gov ern ment im posed a to tal de ploy ment ban af ter the body of Filip ina do mes tic helper
Joanna De mafe lis was found in side a freezer in an aban doned apart ment in Kuwait City.

The la bor chief ex pressed hope that the pro posed agree ment would be signed by �rst week
of April.
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