
Anti-to bacco group Health Jus tice Philippines (HJP) has pushed for the reg u la tion of elec -
tronic cig a rettes, say ing th ese prod ucts will put to waste e� orts to re duce con sump tion of tra -
di tional cig a rettes.

In a state ment is sued re cently, HJP said the Depart ment of Health, Food and Drug Ad min is -
tra tion and Depart ment of Trade and In dus try should have con trol over the sale of e-cig a rettes
in the coun try.

“Busi ness is boom ing for man u fac tur ers and sell ers of e-cig a rettes who have been ca su ally
throw ing around word that their prod ucts are safe al ter na tives to to bacco,” noted Ber nadette
Es guerra-Hug gins of HJP.

Be cause of this “base less claim,” she lamented that many peo ple are buy ing e-cig a rettes
which also “con tain nico tine and more chem i cals than the man u fac tur ers and sell ers are will -
ing to dis close.”

Hug gins said there are over 8,000 va ri eties of to bacco juices and �a vors, and “it is im per a -
tive that peo ple be warned about and pro tected from the po ten tial health risks posed by th ese
prod ucts.”

HJP man ag ing di rec tor Jacky Sarita said the DOH and FDA should have full reg u la tory pow -
ers over e-cig a rettes, pur suant to Ar ti cle 109 of the Con sumer Act of the Philippines or Repub -
lic Act 7394 on ad ver tise ment and sales pro mo tion with re spect to food, drugs, cos met ics, de -
vices and haz ardous sub stances.

“Fur ther, de clared as state pol icy in the Con sumer Code is the duty to pro tect the in ter ests
of the con sumer, pro mote his gen eral wel fare and to es tab lish stan dards of con duct for busi -
ness and in dus try,” Sarita said.

In a state ment, the two main tained that “the right to health is paramount over the right to
trade so the im ple men ta tion of such a reg u la tion should be long to the DOH and FDA.”
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