
Gov ern ment spending on in fra struc ture rose 25 per cent to P43.3 bil lion in Jan uary from
P34.5 bil lion in the same pe riod last year due to the com ple tion of school and road projects, as
well as the mil i tary mod ern iza tion pro gram, the De part ment of Bud get and Man age ment
(DBM) re ported yes ter day.

Bud get Sec re tary Ben jamin Dio kno at trib uted the ex pan sion to the com ple tion of projects
by the De part ment of Pub lic Works and High ways (DPWH), such as school build ings, �ood
control projects, and la har control works.

The in crease was also driven by the pur chase of com mu ni ca tion equip ment as part of the
De part ment of Na tional De fenseArmed Forces of the Philip pines Mod ern iza tion Pro gram, ac -
cord ing to Dio kno.

How ever, Dio kno was not happy with the 25-per cent in crease in in fra struc ture spending in
Jan uary, as it was still slower than ex pected.

He said the bud get of the DPWH rose more than 40 per cent, and so should in fra struc ture
ex pen di tures.

“I think the DPWH’s bud get is higher by around 47 per cent. So 25 per cent, I’m not happy
with the 25 per cent growth,” Dio kno said.

De spite this, Dio kno ex pressed con � dence the gov ern ment would be able to catch up in the
fol low ing months as project im ple men ta tion fol lows an S-curve pat tern, wherein it starts slow
and picks up in the mid dle.

“We still have eight months to go. And this is not go ing to be �n ished within one year, so as
long as we are ad dress ing the right-of-way, the con struc tion, the con trac tors, I think it’s easy
to catch up,” he said.

Ac cord ing to Dio kno, the gov ern ment is ex pected to com plete the con struc tion of the new
Panglao In ter na tional Air port and Mac tan Cebu In ter na tional ter mi nal by June.

He said the ex pan sion of the Clark In ter na tional Air port is in full blast, while the Metro
Manila Sub way Sys tem is seen to com mence in Novem ber or De cem ber of this year.

With in creased spending, par tic u larly on in fra struc ture, Dio kno ex pressed con � dence the
Philip pines would be able to hit the lower end of its seven to eight per cent GDP growth tar get
in the �rst quar ter of 2017.

In fra struc ture projects form part of the gov ern ment’s cap i tal out lays, which climbed 20.7
per cent to P52 bil lion in Jan uary, as com pared to the P43.1 bil lion in the same pe riod in 2017.

Other forms of cap i tal out lays in clude eq ui ties – or in vest ments of the na tional gov ern ment
in the au tho rized cap i tal stock of state cor po ra tions – and cap i tal trans fer to lo cal gov ern ment
units.
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