
Ex e cu tion will pose a big ger prob lem and will be the de ci sive el e ment in the suc cess of the
Duterte ad min is tra tion’s Build Build Build agenda, eco nomic ex perts said.

In a re cent fo rum or ga nized by lo cal think tank Strat base Al bert del Rosario In sti tute (ADRi),
economist Alvin Ang pre sented his spe cial study, “Fi nanc ing In clu sive In fra struc ture,” where he
iden ti �ed se ri ous chal lenges the gov ern ment must over come to de liver on the Pres i dent’s in fra -
struc ture agenda.

The study pointed out that the is sue is not whether pri vate-pub lic part ner ship (PPP) or o�  cial
de vel op ment as sis tance (ODA) is bet ter but is ul ti mately an is sue of whether the Philip pines can
ad dress the myr iad of ex e cu tion is sues.

“The MRT-7 is a prime ex am ple of this, as the con tract was awarded and signed in 2008 and yet
con struc tion only took o� eight years later in 2016,” he said.

In par tic u lar, Ang cited peren nial prob lems be yond the ap proval and bid ding stages, from the
se cur ing of right of way, pro cure ment, bud get bot tle necks and other is sues of a “poor knowl edge
man age ment” na ture.

“This is not so much di� er ent with the is sues re lated to do ing busi ness in the coun try which
appears as the peren nial rea son why for eign in vestors are not com ing in. We need to im prove gov -
er nance at di� er ent lev els whether busi ness or in fra struc ture re lated.”

“It will be crit i cal that the �rst half of 2018 will re �ect a much-im proved in fra struc ture spend -
ing and faster im ple men ta tion of pro grams as peo ple ex pect move ment and not just press re leases.
This same source of po lit i cal cap i tal might be eroded sooner when peo ple’s ex pec ta tions are not
met.” Ang said.

Dindo Man hit, pres i dent of Strat base ADRi, added that the im pe tus for a mas sive in fra struc ture
build-up is the coun try’s poor state of in fra struc ture, “as ev i denced by our poor per for mance in
sev eral global rank ings.
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