
On the oc ca sion of World Im mu niza tion Week (April 24-30), UNICEF in the Philip pines draws at ten -
tion to the im por tance and shared re spon si bil ity for vac ci na tion to en sure all Filipino chil dren grow up
healthy and pro tected from pre ventable dis eases.

Health work ers, national and lo cal gov ern ment o�  cials, civil so ci ety, mothers, fa thers, and com mu -
nity mem bers have a role to play to en sure that Filipinos re ceive the right information on im mu niza tion,
fam i lies are sup ported in over com ing bar ri ers, and that chil dren com plete their vac cines.

Vac cines pro tect chil dren against dis ease and death, sav ing up to three mil lion lives ev ery year. For the
Philip pines, vac cines also make eco nomic sense.

Vac cines pre vent ill ness, free ing up pre cious re sources to in vest in strong health sys tems. Vac ci na tion
can also pro mote a stronger work force and pre vent losses in pro duc tiv ity.

But while many coun tries have dra mat i cally in creased im mu niza tion cov er age, in the Philip pines cov -
er age is de creas ing.

While the Philip pines erad i cated po lio in 2000 and elim i nated Ma ter nal and Neona tal Tetanus in 2017,
it has fallen behind in rou tine im mu niza tion that pro tect chil dren from dis eases such as measles, diph -
the ria and hep ati tis B. It’s time for ur gent ac tion.

In the Philip pines the pro por tion of chil dren aged 12-23 months who re ceived all ba sic vac ci na tions
dropped from 77 per cent in 2013 to 70 per cent in 2017, while the per cent age of chil dren with no vac ci na -
tion rose from four per cent in 2013 to nine per cent in 2017.

Eighty per cent of chil dren re ceived the �rst dose of measles vac ci na tion, while only 47% re ceived the
sec ond dose of vac cine pre vent ing measles.

As a re sult, an out break this year re sulted in more than 700 chil dren con tract ing measles, a dis ease
that can po ten tially be lethal to a small child.

This could have been pre vented with timely vac cines. Measles and other dis eases can only be elim i -
nated through col lec tive ac tion.

“En sur ing that chil dren com plete their vac cines is not the job of health work ers alone. Gov ern ment
agen cies, non-gov ern ment and peo ple’s or ga ni za tions, civic-ori ented groups, faith-based or ga ni za -
tions, academe and other part ners – we can all work to gether to reach out to fam i lies and per suade them
that vac cines are safe and e� ec tive. We ap peal to all par ents and care givers to en sure that their chil dren
are im mu nized ac cord ing to sched ule and en cour age other fam i lies with chil dren in their neigh bor hoods
to do the same,” UNICEF Philip pines Rep re sen ta tive Lotta Syl wan der said.
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