
Par ents should have their chil dren vac ci nated against measles.
Health Sec re tary Fran cisco Duque made the ap peal yes ter day ahead of the launch of the

Na tional Ligtas Tigdas Sup ple men tal Im mu niza tion Ac tiv ity.
Duque said free anti-measles vac ci na tion would be given in Metro Manila start ing to day

un til May 24 and in Min danao from May 9 to June 8.
Cit ing a re port of the DOH Epi demi ol ogy Bureau, Duque said the num ber of measles

cases in creased this year, with 5,545 from Jan. 1 to April 14. At least 15 deaths were also re -
ported.

“Among the… deaths, 13 were not vac ci nated,” Duque said.
The DOH said pock ets of measles out breaks started in the last quar ter of 2017.
Duque said the anti-measles cam paign is tar get ing those aged six months to �ve years.
“We hope to reach all par ents, care givers and guardians to em pha size the life sav ing

ben e �ts of measles vac ci na tion,” he said.
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