
BRUS SELS (AFP) — New Euro pean Union data pro tec tion laws take e� ect on May 25 to pro -
tect users’ on line in for ma tion, in what Brus sels touts as a global bench mark af ter the Face -
book scan dal.
The laws will cover large tech com pa nies like Google, Twit ter and Face book that use per sonal
data as an ad ver tis ing gold mine as well as �rms like banks and pub lic bod ies.
One ma jor change is that con sumers must ex plic itly grant per mis sion for their data to be
used, while they can also speci�  cally ask for their per sonal in for ma tion to be deleted.
Firms face huge �nes of up to 20 mil lion eu ros ($24 mil lion) or four per cent of the an nual
global turnover for fail ing to com ply with EU’s Gen eral Data Pro tec tion Reg u la tion (GDPR).
“It’s your data – take con trol,” the Euro pean Com mis sion, the EU’s ex ec u tive arm, urges the
bloc’s 500 mil lion cit i zens in guide lines for the new rules.
The case for the new rules has been boosted by the re cent scan dal over the har vest ing of
Face book users’ data by Cam bridge An a lyt ica, an Amer i can-Bri tish po lit i cal re search �rm, for
the 2016 United States pres i den tial elec tion.
Face book chief Mark Zucker berg told US law mak- ers last month the �rm plans to fall into
line with the EU rules as it seeks to re build its reputation af ter the breach, which a� ected 87
mil lion users.
The scan dal has proven to be a god send for the EU.
EU Jus tice Com mis sioner Vera Jourova told AFP in an in ter view that the in ci dent fu eled “a
cam paign” for the new Euro pean law in a way that she could never have done.
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