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OMAN (AP) — A cy clone more pow er ful than any pre vi ously recorded in south ern
Oman slammed into the Gulf coun try and neigh bor ing Ye men, del ug ing a ma jor city
with nearly three years’ worth of rain fall in a sin gle day.

The storm killed at least six peo ple while more than 30 re main miss ing, o�  cials
said.
Cy clone Mekunu caused �ash �ood ing that tore away whole road ways and sub -
merged oth ers in Salalah, Oman’s third largest city, strand ing driv ers. Strong winds
knocked over street lights and tore away roo� ng.
Rush ing waters from the rain and storm surges �ooded typ i cally dry creek beds.
The hol i day des ti na tion’s now-empty tourist beaches were lit tered with de bris and
foam from the churn ing Ara bian Sea.
Three peo ple, in clud ing a 12-year-old girl, died in Oman, and an other two bod ies
were re cov ered from the Ye meni is land of So co tra. More than 30 peo ple were still
miss ing in So co tra, in clud ing Ye meni, In dian and Su danese nationals.
Ye meni o�  cials also re ported dam age in the coun try’s far east, along the bor der
with Oman.
Rageh Bakrit, the gov er nor of al-Mahra prov ince, said on his o�  cial Twit ter ac count
late Fri day that strong winds had blown down houses and taken out com mu ni ca tion
lines and wa ter ser vices. He said there were no fa tal i ties in the prov ince.
In dia’s Me te o ro log i cal Depart ment said the storm packed max i mum sus tained
winds of 170-180 kilo me ters per hour with gusts of up to 200 kph. It called the cy -
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clone “ex tremely se vere.”
Por tions of Salalah, home to some 200,000 peo ple, lost power as the cy clone made
land fall.
On the out skirts of the city, near the Salalah In ter na tional Air port, what once was a
dry creek bed had be come a rag ing river.


