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EL LI COTT CITY (AP) — Flash �oods struck a Mary land city on Sun day that had been
wracked by sim i lar dev as ta tion two years ear lier, prompt ing emer gency res cues as
raging wa ters en gulfed cars and rose above the �rst �oor of some build ings, au thor -
i ties said.

News out lets showed lo cal pho tos and video of the tur bu lent �ood wa ters cas cad ing
down Main Street in El li cott City, some 20 kilo me ters west of Bal ti more. The com -
mu nity set along the west bank of Mary land’s Pat ap sco River, was stricken by deadly
�ash �ood ing in July 2016.
Au thor i ties said they had no im me di ate re ports of fa tal i ties or in juries. But in for ma -
tion was still pre lim i nary and even Mary land Gov. Larry Ho gan, who de clared a state
of emer gency for the �ooded com mu nity, was headed there late Sun day for a �rst -
hand look.
Footage of Sun day’s �ash �ood ing showed wa ter surg ing around cars and pickup
trucks and cours ing over the top of their wheels. The Howard County Fire & EMS
agency tweeted that wa ter was above the �rst �oor of some build ings.
Some res i dents of El li cott City told The Bal ti more Sun the �ood ing ap peared to be
worse than the 2016 �ood ing that killed two peo ple and de stroyed lo cal busi nesses.
The Na tional Weather Ser vice said a �ash �ood warn ing has been is sued for the area
through Sun day evening, call ing it an “ex tremely dan ger ous sit u a tion” and urg ing
mo torists not to at tempt to nav i gate �ooded roads.
The Howard County Depart ment of Fire and Res cue Ser vices tweeted that mul ti ple
res cues were car ried out, and res cue swim mers were called in to help. The depart -
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ment also said swift wa ter units from as far away as North ern Vir ginia were com ing
to help.
O�  cials opened a shel ter at a com mu nity cen ter in El li cott City.
There were no re ports of fa tal i ties, said Howard County spokes woman Karen Spicer.
Mean while, some roads were also �ooded in neigh bor ing Bal ti more County.
A spokes woman in Bal ti more County said the �re depart ment has re ceived dozens of
calls about cars stuck in high wa ter and �ooded base ments.


