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CHICAGO (AP) — Most women with the most com mon form of early-stage breast cancer can
safely skip chemo ther apy with out hurt ing their chances of beat ing the dis ease, doc tors are re -
port ing from a land mark study that used ge netic test ing to gauge each pa tient’s risk.
The study is the largest ever done of breast cancer treat ment, and the results are ex pected to
spare up to 70,000 pa tients a year in the United States and many more else where the or deal and
ex pense of th ese drugs.
”The im pact is tremen dous,” said the study leader, Dr. Joseph Sparano of Mon te �ore Med i cal
Cen ter in New York. Most women in this situa tion don’t need treat ment beyond surgery and
hor mone ther apy, he said.
The study was funded by the Na tional Cancer In sti tute, some foun da tions and pro ceeds from the
US breast cancer postage stamp.
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