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The United States Agency for In ter na tional Devel op ment (USAID), in part ner ship with the
pri vate sec tor-led Philip pine Busi ness for Ed u ca tion (PBEd), launched late last week a �ve-
year pro gram that seeks to pro vide em ploy ment to out-of-school youth (OSY) in the coun try.
US Charge d’A� aires Michael Klech eski said the US govern ment has al lo cated some P1.7 bil -
lion for the YouthWorks PH, a work force devel op ment project that will con nect out-of school
youth with train ing and em ploy ment op por tu ni ties.
Youth un em ploy ment in the Philip pines re mains high de spite the “very im pres sive” eco -
nomic growth of the coun try, Klech eski said.
“This part ner ship will boost the ca pac i ties of young peo ple who oth er wise may not have the
op por tu nity to pur sue ed u ca tion, train ing or a ca reer, with an over all goal of help ing the
youth re al ize their po ten tial while pos i tively con tribut ing to their com mu ni ties,” he said dur -
ing the project launch in Makati City.
The project will be im ple mented in the cities of Ca gayan de Oro, Davao, Zam boanga, Gen eral
San tos, Iloilo, Cebu and the Na tional Cap i tal Re gion.
The project is ex pected to reach at least 40,000 Filipino youth and train 4,100 of them over
�ve years so they will match better with work force needs.
“So, in �ve years, we ex pect to see ad di tional 35,000 young Filipinos ready for work,” Klech -
eski said.
Qual i �ed for the pro gram are Filipinos 18 to 24 years old, who are not in school, em ploy ment
or train ing and are Grade 10 com pleters.
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