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The new pas sen ger ter mi nal at Mac tanCebu In ter na tional Air port (MCIA) is not only amaz ing
be cause of its new aes thetic com pared to other air port ter mi nals in the coun try.

The fact that the P17.5-bil lion MCIA Ter mi nal 2 was com pleted, although it was orig i nally
pro posed by the pre vi ous ad min is tra tion, is noth ing short of mirac u lous.
The ter mi nal was one of the projects un der the gov ern ment’s pub lic pri vate part ner ship
(PPP) pro gram and was only 16-per cent complete when it was picked as one of the projects of
the Duterte ad min is tra tion’s “Build, Build, Build” pro gram.
On Thurs day, Pres i dent Duterte in au gu rated the fa cil ity—the largest in fras truc ture project to
date—which will al most triple the air port’s ex ist ing pas sen ger ca pac ity.
‘Coun try’s most beau ti ful air port’
“I am ex tra proud to be a cit i zen of this coun try, proud that we have pro duced some thing as
beau ti ful and good [as this air port],” Mr. Duterte said dur ing the in au gu ra tion.
Fol low ing a tour of the fa cil ity, the Pres i dent ex pressed his awe at “the most beau ti ful air port
in the coun try to day” to the 600 guests who at tended the in au gu ra tion.
The ter mi nal was among the 60 projects, worth about P1.5 tril lion, that was placed in the
Aquino ad min is tra tion’s pipe line in 2010, but only three projects were com pleted out of the 12
that were awarded.
Se ri ous chal lenges
And like the other projects, the con sor tium of lo cal com pany Me gaw ide and Indian in fras -
truc ture builder GMR faced a host of ob sta cles to its com ple tion.
Mr. Duterte ad mit ted that in fras truc ture projects present se ri ous di�  cul ties.
“It’s ex pen sive to ac quire all the prop er ties. You will not complete it in 100 years. You have to
buy the ease ment and space. You will run afoul with so many cases and in junc tions,” he said.
But in the case of MCIA Ter mi nal 2, the Me gaw ide-GMR con sor tium com pleted the project as
sched uled.
Es cap ing ur ban blight
Mr. Duterte stressed that many ur ban cen ters in the coun try need trans porta tion in fras truc -
ture projects in or der to es cape ur ban blight.
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Mr. Duterte, the long time mayor of Davao, shared his hope that Davaoeños could have a com -
pa ra ble air port fa cil ity.
“[They are] the only way Ce buanos can es cape, and maybe Davao and Iloilo. They are get ting
pro gres sive, but it’s re ally mass trans port sys tems [they need],” he said on Thurs day night.
He noted that in places like Gen eral San tos City, which are not as ur ban ized as Cebu or Davao,
rail ways can be con structed in the mid dle of a very wide high way.
“But in other places like Davao, you have to go up. Amono rail or what ever, you have to go
up,” the Pres i dent said.
Mr. Duterte called on the courts to help keep the gov ern ment’s in fras truc ture projects on
track by not is su ing un nec es sary res train ing or ders.
“I told them do not, do not is sue in junc tions. Do not in ter fere in gov ern ment,” he said. “The
space is [al ready] small be cause more peo ple are in it. So if you keep on de lay ing it, this coun -
try will go nowhere.”
March ing or ders
Mr. Duterte chal lenged the De part ment of Trans porta tion (DOTr) to complete other key in -
fras truc ture projects, like the MCIA Ter mi nal 2.
“It be hooves the De part ment of Trans porta tion to im prove things, in clud ing tra� c. It falls
un der their ju ris dic tion,” he said.
Con ti nu ity in in fras truc ture de velop- ment is a ma jor con cern when a new Pres i dent takes
over. In deed, it is not un usual for an ad min is tra tion to down play or ig nore the achieve ments
of pre de ces sors of di� er ing po lit i cal col ors.
But the Duterte gov ern ment has also cred ited past pres i dents for set ting the stage for “Build,
Build, Build,” the slo gan for its P8-tril lion in fras truc ture pro gram.
MCIA Ter mi nal 2 will open to the pub lic on July 1—a tar get the DOTr said it would strictly
mon i tor.
No pol i tics
Fi nance Sec re tary Car los Dominguez III him self had ear lier noted that key in fras truc ture
projects should over come changes in ad min is tra tions.
“If we are ex pe ri enc ing a golden age of eco nomic growth, this did not hap pen overnight. First
of all, it took a lot of work. Pre vi ous ad min is tra tions re ally set the ground work for our
growth,” Dominguez said at an Asian De vel op ment Bank meet ing last April.
The com ple tion of MCIA Ter mi nal 2 will in crease the air port’s ca pac ity from 4.5 mil lion pas -
sen gers an nual to around 12.5 mil lion pas sen gers.
MCIA served over 10 mil lion pas sen gers in 2017, an in crease of 12 per cent. The orig i nal ter mi -
nal will un dergo improvements and will con tinue to serve do mes tic �ights, GMR-Me gaw ide
said.
The con sor tium is also planning for the fu ture, said Louie Fer rer, pres i dent of GMR-Me gaw -
ide Cebu Air port Corp. and the com pany has sub mit ted a P208-bil lion pro posal to build a sec -
ond run way and a third pas sen ger ter mi nal in MCIA.
It ex pects pas sen ger tra� c in MCIA to hit 28 mil lion peo ple an nu ally by 2039, when GMR-
Me gaw ide’s con ces sion ends.
If we are ex pe ri enc ing a golden age of eco nomic growth, this did not hap pen overnight. First
of all, it took a lot of work. Pre vi ous ad min is tra tions re ally set the ground work for our growth
Car los Dominguez III Fi nance sec re tary


