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Google won’t use artificial
intelligence for weapons

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - Google an-
nounced Thursday it would not use artificial
intelligence (Al) for weapons or to “cause
or directly facilitate injury to people,” as it
unveiled a set of principles for these tech-
nologies.

Chief executive Sundar Pichali, in a blog
post outlining the company’s artificial in-
telligence policies, noted that even though
Google won't use Al for weapons, “we will
continue our work with governments and
the military in many other areas” includ-
ing cybersecurity, training, and search and
rescue.

The news comes with Google facing
pressure from employees and others over
a contract with the US military, which the
California tech giant said last week would
not be renewed.

Pichai set out seven principles for
Google’s application of artificial intelli-
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gence, or advanced computing that can
simulate intelligent human behavior.

He said Google is using Al “to help peo-
ple tackle urgent problems” such as predic-
tion of wildfires, helping farmers, diagnos-
ing disease or preventing blindness.

“We recognize that such powerful tech-
nology raises equally powerful questions
about its use,” Pichai said in the blog.

“How Al is developed and used will have
a significant impact on society for many
years to come. As a leader in Al, we feel a
deep responsibility to get this right.”

The chief executive said Google’s Al
programs would be designed for applica-
tions that are “socially beneficial” and
“avoid creating or reinforecing unfair bias.”

He said the principles also called for
Al applications to be “built and tested for
safety,” to be “accountable to people” and
to “incorporate privacy design principles.”
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