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The Se nate com mit tee re port �nd ing for mer pres i dent Benigno Aquino III crim i nally li able
over the con tro ver sial Deng vaxia anti-dengue vac cine will be sub mit ted to the Depart ment of
Jus tice (DOJ), for con sid er a tion in its res o lu tion of charges against him.
This was for mally man i fested by anti-cor rup tion groups Vol un teers Against Crime and Cor -
rup tion (VACC) and Vanguard of the Philip pine Con sti tu tion Inc. (VPCI) in their crim i nal
com plaint against Aquino and 42 oth ers be fore the DOJ in ves ti gat ing panel of pros e cu tors.
The VACC and VPCI said they would sub mit the Se nate Blue Rib bon com mit tee re port, along
with their re ply to the counter-a�  davits of re spon dents, in the next hear ing set for June 22.
The re port pre pared by Sen. Richard Gor don, chair man of the Blue Rib bon, rec om mended the
crim i nal pros e cu tion of the for mer pres i dent for “all the tragedy, dam age and pos si ble
deaths” re sult ing from the Deng vaxia mass vac ci na tion pro gram.
Apart from Aquino, the com mit tee also found for mer health sec re tary Janette Garin and for -
mer bud get sec re tary Floren cio Abad crim i nally li able, as well as other o�  cials it tagged as
“pri mary con spir a tors.”
Gor don’s re port added that Aquino, Garin, Abad and other govern ment o�  cials should be in -
ves ti gated and pros e cuted for graft and vi o la tion of the Code of Con duct and Eth i cal Stan -
dards for Pub lic O�  cials and Em ploy ees.
Speci�  cally, the com mit tee re port rec om mended that Aquino be charged with vi o la tion of
Repub lic Act 3019 (Anti-Graft and Cor rupt Prac tices Act) and RA 6713 (Code of Con duct and
Eth i cal Stan dards for Pub lic O�  cials and Em ploy ees), cit ing his two meet ings with vac cine
man u fac turer Sano� Pas teur.
“Pres i dent Aquino is guilty of malfea sance, mis fea sance and non fea sance. From the time he
in ap pro pri ately met with Sano� in Bei jing on Nov. 9, 2014 and once again a year later on Dec.
1, 2015,” the re port stated.
“Pres i dent Aquino is the high est o�  cial of the land. By meet ing with mere se nior vice pres i -
dents of Sano� Pas teur, he was send ing a strong mes sage of per cep tion that he was dis pens -
ing un due pa tron age. And each time he met, the bu reau cracy started act ing with un due haste,
los ing all forms of ob jec tiv ity,” it ex plained.
The re port said Abad, on the other hand, com mit ted “tech ni cal malver sa tion” for re leas ing
funds for a pro gram that was not in the na tional bud get.
The re port was re port edly signed by 14 sen a tors, but it has yet to be adopted by the Se nate, in
ple nary ses sion.
Aside from Gor don, oth ers who signed the draft re port were Se nate Pres i dent Vi cente Sotto
III, Sens. Joseph Vic tor Ejercito, Gre go rio Honasan II, Juan Miguel Zu biri, Sonny An gara,
Nancy Bi nay, Sherwin Gatchalian, Grace Poe, Fran cis Es cud ero, Manny Pac quiao, Ralph
Recto, Cyn thia Vil lar and Loren Le garda.
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