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State uni ver si ties and col leges (SUCs) were urged yes ter day to post within their cam puses guide -
lines on the gov ern ment’s free col lege ed u ca tion pro gram.
Davao City Rep. Karlo No grales, who chairs the House of Rep re sen ta tives ap pro pri a tions com mit -
tee, said this would “en sure the smooth im ple men ta tion of the pro gram on its all-im por tant �rst
year.”
“What we want is proper com pli ance with the re quire ments among ben e � ciary-stu dents. SUCs
and lo cal uni ver si ties and col leges ac cred ited by the Com mis sion on Higher Ed u ca tion (CHED)
must do ev ery thing to guar an tee that all the rel e vant in for ma tion is passed on to the tar get ben e -
� cia ries,” he ap pealed.
The free col lege ed u ca tion pro gram is con tained in Repub lic Act 10931, also known as the Uni ver -
sal Ac cess to Qual ity Ter tiary Ed u ca tion Act.
Its im ple men ta tion starts this school year and is en vi sioned to give poor Filipinos the chance to
pur sue a col lege ed u ca tion, giv ing them the tools to even tu ally change their lives and that of their
loved ones for the bet ter, No grales pointed out.
“This land mark law must get o� on the right foot so doubters of the pro gram can no longer claim
that tu ition free ter tiary ed u ca tion in the coun try is fake news,” he said.
The guide lines to be posted in the di� er ent schools and uni ver si ties shall be based on the im ple -
ment ing rules and reg u la tions the CHED re leased in March, he added.
Free col lege ed u ca tion is avail able in all 112 SUCs and 78 uni ver si ties and col leges run by lo cal
gov ern ment units and ac cred ited by CHED, as well as in 122 tech ni calvo ca tional schools un der the
Tech ni cal Ed u ca tion and Skills De vel op ment Author ity (TESDA), he also said.
The law pro vides that aside from the ben e � ciary-stu dents’ tu ition, the gov ern ment would shoul -
der their mis cel la neous and other sim i lar or re lated fees.
The No grales-led ap pro pri a tions com mit tee re aligned P40 bil lion in the 2018 na tional bud get to
fund the free col lege ed u ca tion pro gram.
“All eyes are on the maiden im ple men ta tion of the free tu ition law. For us con gress men who pos -
sess the power of the purse, we will use this �rst year as ba sis on how to ad just or tweak the bud -
get of the pro gram for the com ing years,” No grales said.
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