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Sen ate Pres i dent Vi cente Sotto III called yes ter day for the im me di ate im ple men ta tion of the
Men tal Health Act just signed by Pres i dent Duterte.
“Now that the Philip pine Men tal Health Law is in place. I urge the Depart ment of Health for
its im me di ate im ple men ta tion to the let ter,” Sotto, one of the au thors of the law, said.
Like Sotto, Sen a tor Joel Vil lanueva, also a co-au thor to the law, said he looks for ward to its
im ple men ta tion.
“Praise God! Can’t wait for its im ple men ta tion,” Vil lanueva posted on Twit ter.
He also thanked the Pres i dent for sign ing the mea sure, not ing that it will ben e �t Filipinos
who are in need of ac ces si ble men tal health care.
“We hope that we can save some one’s pre cious life by the im me di ate im ple men ta tion of this
land mark law,” Vil lanueva said in a sep a rate state ment.
Sen a tor Riza Hon tiveros, spon sor and co-au thor of the Sen ate ver sion of the law, on Thurs -
day morn ing broke the news about the en act ment of the Repub lic Act 11036, which is seen to
ad dress the spate of men tal health is sues in the coun try.
Spe cial As sis tant to the Pres i dent Christo pher “Bong” Go later con �rmed to Palace re porters
that Duterte had signed the law.
The Palace has yet to re lease copies of the newly-en acted RA 11036 as of writ ing.
But un der the Congress-ap proved bill, the Depart ment of Health (DOH) is man dated to pro -
vide “full-range” psy chi atric, psy choso cial, neu ro logic ser vices in re gional, pro vin cial and
ter tiary-level state hos pi tals.
The DOH shall also in crease the ca pa bil ity of psy chi a trists and con cerned doc tors, nurses, and
other health work ers to be able to di ag nose pa tients even in the com mu nity level.
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