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At least two sen a tors are back ing Que zon City’s plan to con duct manda tory drug tests in pub lic high
school and col leges, although re mind ing that the pro tec tion of chil dren should be en sured.
Se nate Pres i dent Vi cente Sotto III, a former vice mayor of the Que zon City, ex pressed sup port for
Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte in her plan to en force manda tory drug tests of all pub lic high school and
col lege stu dents in the city, with or with out their par ents’ con sent.
Bel monte made the an nounce ment af ter the Philip pine Drug En force ment Agency (PDEA) re ported
that the city has a “100 per cent drug a� ec ta tion” in all school lev els, in clud ing ele men tary school -
child ren.
Sotto said the move is stated in the Republic Act 9165, or the Com pre hen sive Dan ger ous Drugs Act
of 2002, of which he is prin ci pal au thor.
He ex plained that it is part of the “pre ven tive ed u ca tion cam paign” man dated by RA 9165.
Un der Ar ti cle 3 of the law, “stu dents of sec ondary and ter tiary schools pur suant to the re lated rules
and reg u la tions as con tained in the school’s stu dent hand book and with no tice to the par ents, un -
dergo a random drug test ing.”
Aside from the in clu sion of drug abuse pre ven tion in school cur ricu lums, it also man dated lo cal
gov ern ment units in Sec tion 51 to al lot “a sub stan tial por tion of their re spec tive an nual bud gets to
as sist in or en hance the en force ment of this Act giv ing pri or ity to pre ven tive or ed u ca tional pro -
grams and the re ha bil i ta tion or treat ment of drug de pen dents.”

Solons back mandatory drug test in QC
schools
Tempo · 17 Jun 2018 · 4 · (Vanne Elaine Terrazola)


