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DAVAO CITY – Davao Re gion recorded the high est teenage preg nancy rate in the coun try at 17.9
per cent, a 2017 Na tional De mo graphic and Health Sur vey (NDHS) re leased by the Philip pine
Sta tis tics Author ity (PSA) showed.
Ad min is tered on women aged 15 to 19 years old who have given birth or were preg nant with
their �rst child, the sur vey showed the teenage preg nancy rate in the re gion in 2017 was al most
dou ble com pared to na tional average at 8.6 per cent.
At least 16 per cent of the teenage women who have be gun child-bear ing have had pre vi ous live
birth, while 2 per cent were preg nant with their �rst child at the time of the sur vey, ac cord ing to
the PSA.
Davao Re gion is com prised of the prov inces of Davao Del Norte, Davao Ori en tal, Com postela
Val ley, Davao del Sur, and Davao Oc ci den tal and this city.
The study noted that the two other Min danao prov inces North ern Min danao (14.7%) and Socc -
sksar gen (14.5%) placed sec ond and third high est, re spec tively, in terms of teenage preg nancy
rate.
The PSA study showed that teenage preg nancy �g ures for re main ing three Min danao prov inces
were 7.5 per cent for Zamboanga Penin sula, 8.2 per cent for Caraga, and 8.5 per cent for the Au -
tonomous Re gion in Mus lim Min danao (ARMM).
Of the 25,074 women sur veyed for the NDHS, at least 5,120 were teenagers from 15 to 19 years
old.
The 2017 study found that 62.2 per cent of the mar ried women sur veyed were us ing con tra cep -
tion in the Davao, higher com pared to 53.8 per cent recorded in the NDHS 2013; 48.9 per cent of
the con tra cep tive users rely on mod ern method and 13.2 per cent on tra di tional method; and
37.8 per cent of the mar ried women were re ported as not us ing any method of con tra cep tion.
It added the “use of mod ern method in creased by 25 per cent from the pre vi ous NDHS sur vey
round.”
The PSA said the pill re mains as the most used mod ern method of con tra cep tion at 28.1 per cent;
6.5 per cent fe male ster il iza tion and 5.9% in trauetrine de vice (IUD); and nine per cent of mar ried
women used with drawal as tra di tional method of con tra cep tion.
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