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On the day that 117 gov ern ment web sites were downed due to sys tem fail ure, Pres i dent
Duterte signed a procla ma tion declar ing ev ery last week of May as Na tional Data Pri vacy
Aware ness Week.
Mala cañang yes ter day re leased Pres i den tial Procla ma tion 527 that pro motes the im por -
tance of data pri vacy, data pro tec tion and fair in for ma tion rights and re spon si bil i ties as
part of re in forc ing the e� orts of the Na tional Pri vacy Com mis sion (NPC).
Signed last July 3, the procla ma tion in vokes the con sti tu tion ally pro tected right to pri vacy
of ev ery in di vid ual, in clud ing the pri vacy of com mu ni ca tion and cor re spon dence.
“The State rec og nizes the vi tal role of in for ma tion and com mu ni ca tions tech nol ogy in na -
tion-build ing and its in her ent obli ga tion to en sure that per sonal in for ma tion in in for ma -
tion and com mu ni ca tions sys tems in the gov ern ment and in the pri vate sec tor are se cure
and pro tected,” the procla ma tion read.
The NPC is tasked with the pri mary duty of pro tect ing per sonal data and en sur ing the
Philip pines’ com pli ance with in ter na tional stan dards for data pro tec tion.
Un der the procla ma tion, the NPC shall lead the cel e bra tion, and all de part ments, bureau
and agen cies of the na tional gov ern ment are di rected to par tic i pate in the ac tiv i ties of the
Na tional Data Pri vacy Aware ness Week.
Lo cal gov ern ment units and the pri vate sec tor are like wise en cour aged to par tic i pate in
the ac tiv i ties.
The procla ma tion was signed when 117 gov ern ment web sites were not ac ces si ble when
one of the Gov ern ment Web Host ing Ser vice stor age sys tems su� ered a hard ware fail ure.
Among those a� ected by the sys tem fail ure were the O� ce of the Pres i dent, Pres i den tial
Com mu ni ca tions Op er a tions O� ce and O�  cial Gazette.
Also a� ected were the web sites of the de part ments of in for ma tion and com mu ni ca tions
tech nol ogy, agrar ian re form, ed u ca tion, health, la bor, science and tech nol ogy, trade and
in dus try, and trans porta tion.
Other a� ected sites were those of the Land Trans porta tion O� ce, Na tional Eco nomic and
De vel op ment Author ity, Met ro pol i tan Manila De vel op ment Author ity, Philip pine Na tional
Po lice and Philip pine Drug En force ment Agency.
The gov ern ment web sites have not been re stored as of this writ ing.
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