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‘OCteachers’ woes solved’

By Rio N. Araja

UEZON City Vice Mayor Joy Belmonte on Sunday said the 37-member city
council has already resolved the allowance concerns of over 15,000 public
school teachers even before their July 6 rally at the city hall.

In a statement, Belmonte, as presiding officer
of the city council, said: “T would like to clarify to
the public that out of the five concerns they raised
in addition to their opposition to drug testing, the
following concerns have already been addressed
by the city council via legislation before the said
rally even took place.”

The councilors have approved the increase in
the supplemental monthly allowance from P1,000
to P1,500 and the increase in longevity pay from
P200 to P300, she added.

“This was passed by the city council just re-
cently. You should be receiving P300 per year of
service upon retirement. But this starts on your

sixth year of service. That is what longevity pay
means,” Belmonte said.

The adjustment in the quarterly rice allowance
from P1,500 to P2,000 for teaching and non-
teaching staff has been passed in the first reading.

Last Friday, public schoolteachers staged a protest
in front of Quezon City hall to dramatize their senti-
ments on the delay in the release of their allowances,
salary increase, and even the mandatory drug test
for teachers and non-teaching personnel.

They called on the local government to return
the allowance disbursement platform from mo-
bile money system Globe BanKo back to Land
Bank of the Philippines, saying since the transfer

to Globe BanKo, they have experienced up to a
year’s delay in the issuance of allowances.

Belmonte said the issue is under the jurisdic-
tion of the Office of the City Mayor, while the
salary increase could only be mandated by the
national government.

Meanwhile, Quezon City Mayor Herbert Bau-
tista has approved an amendment involving the
Barangay Council for the Protection of Children.

BCPC was created in 2005 and primarily
aims to protect children from all forms of ne-
glect, abuse, cruelty, exploitation, and other
conditions prejudicial to their development
and to foster education, good health and nu-
trition, and other services necessary for child
and youth welfare.

City Ordinance 2671-2018, introduced by
Councilor Julienne Alyson Rae V. Medalla,
enhances Ordinance 1623-2005 which created
BCPC, by adding child representatives in the
members of the said council.



