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Que zon City Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day led the in au gu ra tion of a spe cial care
facility for chil dren with dis abil i ties in the city.

The Kaba hagi Re source Cen ter for Chil dren with Dis abil i ties, which was con cep tu al -
ized by the vice mayor, will pro vide free ser vices to chil dren su� er ing from var i ous
dis abil i ties.
“I feel we lack pro grams for chil dren with dis abil i ties. We se ri ously lack ser vices that
we should have long been pro vid ing to them,” Bel monte said.
While Que zon City has enough spe cial ed u ca tion schools, the vice mayor said the city
lacks free or a� ord able treat ment and in ter ven tion pro grams for the marginal ized
sec tor.
“We re al ized there are some prob lems like, for ex am ple, in terms of as sess ment, early
in ter ven tion, treat ing the pa tients, they can not a� ord ther a pists and de vel op men tal
pe di a tri cians, it’s a lit tle ex pen sive,” she added.
Join ing Bel monte dur ing the for mal open ing were Deputy House Speaker and Taguig
Rep. Pia Cayetano, Que zon City 4th Dis trict Rep. Feli ciano Bel monte Jr. and other lo cal
o�  cials.
Lo cated in Barangay Batasan Hills, the three- story cen ter was funded by the o� ce of
the vice mayor with sup port from city gov ern ment o� ces, na tional gov ern ment
agen cies, peo ple’s or ga ni za tions, med i cal pro fes sion als and the pri vate sec tor.
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In an ear lier in ter view, Bel monte said she con cep tu al ized the cen ter as she un der -
stands the chal lenge of hav ing a child with a dis abil ity. “Of ten, dis abled chil dren from
poor fam i lies never, ever go to school be cause they sim ply have no ac cess to pri mary
care,” she said.
Kaba hagi aims “to im prove the qual ity of life of chil dren with dis abil i ties through
mo bi liza tion of com mu nity re sources, the pro vi sion of ser vices and the cre ation of
equal ac cess to health, ed u ca tional, vo ca tional, and so cial op por tu ni ties for the stake -
hold ers,” she added.
At the facility, in ter ven tion pro grams will be pro vided to ben e � cia ries, in clud ing re -
fer ral pro grams in case they have to be trans ferred to an other in sti tu tion.
Data from the Na tional Statis tics O� ce showed that there are 2.01 mil lion chil dren
with dis abil i ties aged �ve to 14 in the coun try as of 2010.


