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The Depart ment of Ed u ca tion (DepEd) has di rected pub lic school teach ers to use a set of de -
tailed les son plans that it de vel oped in line with its e� orts to strengthen drug preven tion ed -
u ca tion in pub lic schools.
The les son plans, which may be down loaded on line, “con tain a de tailed de scrip tion of the
steps on how a teacher will teach the top ics fo cus ing on life skills,” ac cord ing to Ed u ca tion
Sec re tary Leonor Bri ones.
She said these would help the teach ers man age in struc tions e� ec tively to en sure that learn ing
is ev i dent in side their class rooms.
“The DepEd has been a strong ad vo cate of de mand re duc tion of dan ger ous sub stances and
ed u cat ing about the health and so cial con se quences of drug abuse,” Brio- nes said.
“There are on go ing e� orts to align with in ter na tional stan dards such as the uni ver sal
preven tion cur ricu lum for sub stance use to fur ther strengthen the depart ment’s pro gram in
the area of cur ricu lum and in struc tion,” she added.
The les son plans as well as a sep a rate pre ven tive drug ed u ca tion pol icy were is sued days af ter
Bri ones and other DepEd o�  cials met with the lead er ship of the Dan ger ous Drugs Board,
Philip pine Na tional Po lice and Philip pine Drug En force ment Agency (PDEA).
In the meet ing, Bri ones stood �rm on their po si tion against PDEA’s pro posal to con duct
manda tory drug tests on grade 4 pupils and stu dents on higher lev els.
In stead, she vowed to fo cus on the agency’s man date to strengthen pre ven tive drug ed u ca tion
among stu dents.
The DepEd in structed class ad vis ers to use the les son plans start ing this week. They were also
en cour aged to pro vide more con tex tu al iza tion dur ing dis cus sions with stu dents.
Ad vis ers have to sub mit monthly re ports which will then be con sol i dated by the des ig nated
guid ance coun selors in schools for sub mis sion to the divi sion o� ces. Pos i tive mes sag ing The
govern ment’s pre ven tive drug ed u ca tion pol icy in schools will be de liv ered to stu dents
through in ter ac tive meth ods and pos i tive mes sag ing, ac cord ing to the DepEd.
It said the pro gram is de vel op men tally ap pro pri ate, cul ture-sen si tive and ev i dence based.
“Pre ven tive drug ed u ca tion is a whole-school is sue, and pro mot ing a drug-free learn ing
environment that sup ports stu dent devel op ment and aca demic achieve ment is ev ery one’s re -
spon si bil ity,” the pol icy read.
“Drug-re lated learn ing out comes should be an chored on learn ing ar eas such as health ed u -
ca tion and edukasyon sa pag pa pakatao (val ues ed u ca tion) to en sure pro gres sion and con ti -
nu ity, but pre ven tive drug ed u ca tion con cepts should be in te grated with other learn ing ar -
eas,” it added.
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