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As peo ple be come smarter, so should the cities that they live in. Smart in di vid u als, af ter all, will
�nd it hard to be happy in an en vi ron ment that does not serve their needs to the fullest.

In other words, smart peo ple de serve to live in equally smart cities.
This was the prin ci ple be hind the re cently con cluded Philip pine Smart City Sum mit, held last
week in Que zon City. The two-day event, meant to pro mote prin ci ples and ben e �ts of liv ing in
in tel li gent cities, dis cussed con cepts, the o ries and best prac tices that will ad vance dig i tal ca pac -
ity and so cial in no va tion.
The sum mit aimed to ini ti ate con ver sa tions with the coun try’s smart city lead ers and ad vo cates
on the ap pre ci a tion, de vel op ment and im ple men ta tion of smart cities in the Philip pines.
With the theme “Ad vo cat ing for Smart Sus tain able Cities through In no va tion and Col lab o ra -
tion,” the sum mit gath ered gov ern ment ex ec u tives from Rus sia, South Korea, Malaysia China,
In done sia, Turkey, and sev eral other coun tries and other stake hold ers in pub lic ad min is tra tion.
Que zon City Mayor Herbert Bautista de liv ered the key note ad dress dur ing the open ing cer e mony
at the ABS-CBN Tent in Ver tis North, North Av enue.
“Cities of the past only serve cer tain sec tors of the pub lic. Smart cities should serve peo ple with -
out dis crim i na tion and alien ation. On the global level, [build ing smart cities] is vir tu ally a smart
eco log i cal evo lu tion,” said Ky ong-yul Lee, WeGO sec re tary gen eral, who is one of the speak ers
dur ing the sum mit.
A smart city, Lee said, is owned by its peo ple, and own er ship should be re �ected in peo ple who
build it.
Now the rich est city in the Philip pines in terms of as sets and rev enue, Que zon City has be come a
model of good gov ern ment prac tices and was cho sen to host this year’s sum mit for its ex em plary
per for mance in gov er nance, com pet i tive ness, in fra struc ture de vel op ment and eco nomic dy -
namism.
The Philip pine Na tional Com pet i tive ness Coun cil has be stowed on Que zon City the distinc tion of
be ing the most com pet i tive highly ur ban ized city in the coun try for three straight years.
“We’re still play ing catch up, par tic u larly with Seoul, when it comes to smart city so lu tions,”
Bautista said, but added that they are do ing their best to turn QC into a truly smart city. “The
evo lu tion of tech nol ogy has taught us that there is al ways some thing new to learn and dis cover
[to im prove the lives of the peo ple].”
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Dur ing the sum mit, speak ers shared knowl edge and good prac tices in e-gov er nance and pro -
mote poli cies and pro grams that will ad vance dig i tal ca pac ity in pub lic ad min is tra tion, fa cil i tate
civic in volve ment and es tab lish co op er a tion to wards de vel op ing smart cities in the coun try.
The event also in cluded work shops that tack led a� ord able and sus tain able ser vices of smart
gov ern ments de vel oped on the ba sis of shared plat forms and frame works, as well as small and
low-cost so cial in no va tions in de vel op ing coun tries.


