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Farm ers’ wor ries dur ing rainy sea son may soon be re duced with the de vel op ment of a line that
is re sis tant against bac te rial leaf blight (BLB).

BLB is one of the most de struc tive rice dis eases oc cur ring dur ing con tin u ous heavy rains.
De vel oped by the Philip pine Rice Re search In sti tute (PhilRice), Line 27 with stood at tacks of
ma jor BLB races found in the coun try.
PhilRice sci ence re search spe cial ist Rona- lyn Mi randa said Line 27 has broad-spec trum re sis -
tance to dis eases based on tests con ducted, which used 12 strains rep re sent ing 10 BLB races.
A cross com bi na tion of NSIC Rc 120 – a tun gro-re sis tant va ri ety, and AR 32-19-3-4, a BLB re -
sis tant elite line, was found to have four re sis tant genes.
“Line 27 will be fur ther bred as a va ri ety for farm ers to plant. The va ri ety will be suited in
North ern and East ern Sa mar where BLB in ci dences are preva lent last year. The va ri ety may be
ex pected in six to 10 years,” Mi randa said.
The line is also be ing used in de vel op ing new hy brid va ri eties, which are known to be highly
sus cep ti ble to BLB and tun gro, and golden rice, a va ri ety be ing bred con tain ing beta carotene.
“With th ese new re sults, we are hope ful to im prove or de velop a BLB and tun grore sis tant
parentals, which can be use ful in the de vel op ment of high-yield ing va ri eties,” she said.
Re duc ing farm ers’ yield by up to 60 per cent un der se vere in fes ta tion, BLB causes wilt ing of
seedlings and yel low ing and dry ing of leaves. The dis ease hin ders the growth of grains by af -
fect ing the crop’s food pro duc tion process.
BLB can also easily at tack sus cep ti ble rice va ri eties ap plied with high amount of ni tro gen fer -
til izer.
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