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The nor mal color of wal ing wal ing is pink with ma roon to brown blotches, mot tling and spot -
tings around the sepal area. The al bino form re sults when the pink or red color com pound is
lost through ge netic mal for ma tion and may be passed on to its prog e nies. Al binism cleaned up
the color so that the re sult ing �ow ers are white with green mark ings.

There is only one doc u mented al bino Wal ing wal ing in the his tory of orchid breed ing. That is
the Vanda sande ri ana alba of Mr. Miyamoto of Miyamoto Or chids of Oahu, Hawaii. It came out
of a batch of nor mal wal ing wal ing im ported dur ing the 50’s. All Vanda sande ri ana albas allover
the world were de rived from this sin gu lar plant.
Romel Silva, the fa mous Plant Prop a ga tor of Fos ter Botanic Gar den owns a plant from the
breed ing works of Randy Ta jima. Out of the 10 plants give to Romel, only one was strong
enough to with stand the un pro tected gar den of Romel. The plant re fuses to get sick and is a
very strong grower. It won dur ing an HOS Show as the best Orchid.
We sug gested that Romel breeds his plant to get the seeds to make it part of the Orchid Con -
ser va tion we are do ing in the Philip pines. The true hearted San Pa baleno im me di ately agreed
and bred his plant ev ery time it �ow ers. This year, an other Filipino joined in: Dr. Jay See of
North Dakota. A med i cal doc tor, orig i nally from Taw itawi, he es tab lished a home lab o ra tory to
plant orchid seeds as a hobby and is now cather ing to some Vanda breed ers in Florida. Dr. Jay
See has un sel�shly do nated lots of plants to Filipino grow ers in Philip pines.
Part of last year’s seeds was given to Dr. Bernardino Ca gauan of Wa ianae. The Soil sci en tist op -
er ates a com mer cial nurs ery is now grow ing the wal ing wal ing alba in �asks.
In the Philip pines, Mr. Ra mon A. Cal ado of An tipolo and Emil Yap3 of Manila are grow ing the
wal ing wal ing albas for the Philip pines. Be tween these 5 Filipinos, the wal ing wal ing alba is
saved for the fu ture gen er a tion to en joy. Work is be ing done to de velop the alba fur ther by
breed ing them out to di� er ent forms of wal ing wal ings.
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