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The Que zon City gov ern ment yes ter day launched a mo bile ap pli ca tion con tain ing lo cal or di -
nances im ple mented in the city.
Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte said the mo bile app called “Batas QC” aims to re duce the high record
of or di nance vi o la tions in the city by spread ing aware ness about the rules and penal ties con -
cern ing lo cal laws.
“This is the �rst user-friendly, city-based database that ev ery one can eas ily ac cess. It aims to
counter or di nance vi o la tions by ed u cat ing res i dents on the penal ties they will be in cur ring,”
Bel monte said. “Lack of aware ness on �nes and o� enses will no longer be an ex cuse.”
Data from the Na tional Cap i tal Re gion Po lice O� ce showed the Que zon City Po lice Dis trict ap -
pre hended 262,847 or di nance vi o la tors from June 13 to Nov. 2.
This is the high est in Metro Manila, mak ing up 58.4 per cent of ar rests in volv ing or di nance vi -
o la tions.
Bel monte said the high num ber of ap pre hen sions prompted the lo cal gov ern ment to pass a
leg is la tion man dat ing law en forcers to is sue or di nance vi o la tion re ceipts (OVR) in stead of
putting vi o la tors in jail.
With an OVR, the vi o la tor can pay a �ne within �ve days at the barangay hall or Que zon City
Hall for o� enses such as drink ing, roam ing the streets half-naked and smok ing in pub lic
places.
Bel monte said the mo bile app would help the res i dents un der stand or di nances im ple mented
in the city.
“One ob jec tive of the OVR is to mit i gate con ges tion in jails and de ten tion cen ters, but we want
to go one step fur ther through Batas QC by help ing res i dents know our or di nances so they will
not have to vi o late the laws,” she said.
She said Batas QC also aims to ed u cate the res i dents about or di nances con cern ing roads,
trans porta tion, garbage, health care and other is sues.
“Many of our res i dents bring up con cerns that are be ing tack led by ex ist ing or di nances. But
be cause they are not aware of it, they are not able to fol low the laws or ben e �t from the ser -
vices that are al ready there,” Bel monte said.
The app, which may be used o� ine, is avail able for An droid users through Google Play store.

Batas QC mo bile app launched
The Philippine Star · 7 Nov 2018 · 6 · – Janvic Ma teo

Public User
Highlight


