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Op er a tion Da mayan, The Philip pine STAR’s so cial arm, has in au gu rated the Masaganang
Bukas Learn ing Cen ters es tab lished in part ner ship with the Gal ing ng Bayan Foun da tion
Inc. and District 2 barangays in Que zon City.

The STAR pres i dent and CEO Miguel G. Bel monte (MGB) and his son, Gal ing ng Bayan
Foun da tion Inc. founder and pres i dent Mikey Bel monte, led the in au gu ra tion of the
learn ing cen ters in Barangays Pay atas, Bagong Si lan gan and Batasan Hills last Sat ur day.
MGB, who is cel e brat ing his 55th birth day, noted the im por tance of sup port ing the ed u -
ca tion of the Filipino youth. “One of our ad vo ca cies in The
STAR is the ed u ca tion of young peo ple. We all know that the fu ture of our coun try is in
the hands of our youth, so we want to do our lit tle bit to help con trib ute to their ed u ca -
tion,” he said.
Mikey, a civic leader, said the day care cen ters were put up in ar eas where young chil dren
have to walk quite a dis tance just to go to school.
“Hav ing a day care cen ter in those ar eas will help with the ed u ca tion of the youth, which
is re ally an ad vo cacy that the Bel montes have been pro mot ing for a long time. The ar eas
se lected are those where there are no day care fa cil i ties so that young kids there won’t
have to walk so far just to ac quire ba sic ed u ca tion,” he said.
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“Based on stud ies, the main for ma tive years of a per son’s life are the ages be tween �ve
to 10, that’s day care age,” he added.
The younger Bel monte said he, to gether with barangay o�  cials, en vi sions to fur ther ex -
pand the learn ing cen ters, which he said could have a se cond �oor where ad di tional
train ing may be pro vided.
Que zon City Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte lauded the e� orts of her nephew Mikey to put up
the fa cil i ties in the city. She noted how fast the project was im ple mented, re call ing that it
had just bro ken ground last month.
In ad di tion to the in au gu ra tion of the Masaganang Bukas Learn ing Cen ters, an out reach
pro gram was held in Barangay Holy Spirit in cel e bra tion of The STAR pres i dent’s birth -
day. Some 1,000 chil dren en joyed Jol libee meals as well as per for mances and games or -
ga nized by Gal ing ng Bayan Foun da tion Inc., The STAR and vol un teers from the �ve
barangays of District 2.
“Fifty-�ve years is a mile stone and I wanted to cel e brate it in a more mean ing ful man -
ner,” said MGB.
“My wish is for the bet ter ment of our coun try. I hope that we con tinue to pray for the
good of all of us here in the Philip pines. We love our coun try and we hope that the re -
main ing years of the Duterte ad min is tra tion will be very suc cess ful – for the sake of the
Filipino peo ple – and of course even after that,” he added.
Barangay Holy Spirit chair man Chito Val mocina ex pressed grat i tude to the Bel monte
fam ily for or ga niz ing the out reach for their con stituents.
Also present dur ing the event were former House speaker and in cum bent Que zon City
District 4 Rep. Feli ciano Bel monte Jr., Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte, MGB’s wife Milette and
son Santi, and other lo cal o�  cials.
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