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All busi ness own ers and op er a tors in Que zon City are now ex empted from au dit and ex -
am i na tion of their books of ac counts from 2016 to 2018, given that they will vol un tar ily
pay 30 per cent higher than their pre vi ous year’s lo cal busi ness tax (LBT) pay ment.
Through City Or di nance No. SP2780, those who have LBT payable in 2019 that are at
least 30 per cent more than the pre vi ous year are ex empted from in spec tion and ex am i -
na tion of their books of ac counts and other per ti nent doc u ments” cov er ing cal en dar
years 2016, 2017 and 2018.
The or di nance ap proved by Que zon City Mayor Her bert Bautista last month is ex pected
to en cour age tax pay ers to de clare more tax able gross re ceipts, and at the same time to
sim plify the pro ce dures in the pay ment of busi ness taxes.
The 30 per cent in crease in LBT col lec tion un der the amnesty pro gram is also seen to
cover the rev enue loss be cause of the sus pen sion of the real prop erty tax hike.
It will also “make things easy, trou ble-free, un com pli cated and sim plify the pro ce dure
in volved in pay ment of busi ness taxes and con trib ute to speedy, prompt fa cil i ta tion of
busi ness per mits and li censes re newal in line with the City’s com mit ments to wards ease
of do ing busi ness.”
How ever, the city cau tioned that busi nesses with pend ing cases on their � nan cial state -
ments and records could not ap ply for the said ex emp tion.
For Que zon City Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte, who led the City coun cil in push ing for the or -
di nance, she said it will make the City a “premiere busi ness haven for in vestors” be cause
they are given an op tion whether they want their books of ac counts to be re viewed or
not.
“If they don’t want, they can just pay ad di tional 30 per cent, and they will be ex empted
from fur ther au dit ing,” Bel monte said.
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