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With the soaring prices of prime com modi ties, sev eral Que zon City (QC) coun cilors
asked the city’s mar ket de vel op ment and ad min is tra tion depart ment (MDAD) and
other con cerned o� ces to con duct more fre quent sur prise in spec tions of weigh ing
scales in wet mar kets and sim i lar es tab lish ments.
Coun cilors Al lan Bene dict Reyes, Vic tor Fer rer Jr., Eufemio Lagum bay, and Al lan Fran -
cisco is sued the call af ter re ceiv ing complaints that some con sumers were vic tim ized
by er rant traders and ven dors us ing de fec tive weigh ing scales.
In the past, joint forces of the Que zon City Po lice District (QCPD) and the city hall
teams of the Trea sury O� ce and MDAD have seized un reg is tered and de fec tive weigh -
ing scales at Com mon wealth Mar kets and Li tex wet and dry mar ket.
The two mar kets have con stantly been the sub ject of complaints of hav ing de fec tive
weigh ing scales prompt ing Reyes to call con cerned o� ces to start their rounds of such
es tab lish ments.
With pork meat be ing sold at roughly 1240 per kilo, Reyes said that wet mar ket clients
are be ing short changed by 124 for ev ery 100 grams of un der weight items given to
them.
“I am not try ing to sin gle out Com mon wealth Mar ket and Li tex Mar ket. My call is for
the con cerned agen cies to con duct an in ten si �ed and all-out cam paign against un -
scrupu lous ven dors,’’ Reyes said.
Reyes also urged the pub lic to purchase their daily mar ket needs from rep utable mar -
kets and su per mar kets.
Aside from sell ing dou ble dead meat (botcha), Reyes said de fec tive weigh ing scales are
also one of the peren nial prob lems fac ing con sumers.
Fer rer said city hall per son nel con duct ing mar ket in spec tions should be ac com pa nied
by armed policemen as goons and ven dors tend to in �ict harm on the raid ing team.
Fer rer said that he would like longer jail terms and sti� �nes for the guilty par ties who
are dup ing the pub lic of their hard-earned money.
Sev eral years ago, 132 weigh ing scales were seized from the Com mon wealth Mar ket
while 48 oth ers were con �s cated at the Li tex wet and dry mar ket which is lo cated just
across the Com mon wealth Mar ket.
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Julius Avenido of the city’s Busi ness per mit and Li cens ing O� ce (BPLO) vowed to con -
duct a more in tense mar ket in spec tion adding that the con �s cated weigh ing scales in
the past were not prop erly cal i brated and were vul ner a ble to ma nip u la tion.
“This is not only to in crease tax col lec tion. The pub lic, es pe cially the poor sec tor,
should be pro tected from erring busi ness men,” Avenido said.
The city gov ern ment is cur rently us ing “seal ing equip ment and gad gets” to be used on
weigh ing scales and other measuring in stru ments, which he said, are tam per proof
and eas ily iden ti � able.
As pro vided un der the Que zon City Rev enue Code, Avenido ex plained that in stru ments
of weights and mea sures used in busi ness should be tested and sealed an nu ally.
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