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Que zon City Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day ex pressed sup port for the pro posal to
de lay by one week the planned clo sure of the Tan dang Sora �y over, which will be de -
mol ished for the con struc tion of the Metro Rail Tran sit Line 7 (MRT-7).

Bel monte said the post pone ment of the �y over’s clo sure, orig i nally sched uled on Feb.
23, would al low gov ern ment agen cies to bet ter in form mo torists about al ter na tive
routes.
“I think there should be a de lay be cause we found that many peo ple are still un in formed
about the clo sure of the �y over. So we’re ask ing if a one–week post pone ment is OK. We
want to as sure the pub lic that every thing is ironed out,” she said dur ing a pub lic con sul -
ta tion at tended by var i ous stake hold ers at the city hall.
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“There are a lot of things that still have to be dis sem i nated to the pub lic. Three days will
not be enough. But if Trans porta tion Sec re tary (Arthur) Tu gade will not al low it, we will
work with the time frame. We will work over time to in form the peo ple,” Bel monte
added.
Metropoli tan Manila De vel op ment Au thor ity (MMDA) gen eral man ager Jose Gar cia said
he would en dorse the pro posal to de fer the clo sure of the Tan dang Sora �y over to the
De part ment of Trans porta tion.
Dur ing the pub lic con sul ta tion, Bel monte re it er ated her sup port for the MRT-7 pro ject,
say ing the tra� c jams to be caused by the con struc tion ac tiv i ties are only tem po rary.
“It’s a mo men tary dis com fort to pave the way for the con struc tion of the MRT-7. It will
ease mon strous tra� c jams that we have been ex pe ri enc ing in the city for the past
years,” she said.
Bel monte said the lo cal gov ern ment is ready to de ploy ad di tional per son nel to ease the
tra� c con ges tion along Com mon wealth Av enue once the de mo li tion of the �y over be -
gins.
“Our ob jec tive is to work with other gov ern ment agen cies be cause in the long term, we
know th ese changes will be a� ect ing us for the greater good of the city and the peo ple,”
the vice mayor said.
The MMDA ear lier said the clo sure of the Tan dang Sora �y over and in ter sec tions would
last for two years.


