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Noth ing scares par ents more than los ing a child. We do every thing in our power
to keep our chil dren safe.

In the past, teach ing the kids the “Stranger Dan ger” rhyme seemed enough,
along with a few com mon re minders to stay o� the streets and avoid dark cor -
ners.
But times have changed and to day, the “stranger” is no longer an un known per -
son, but the fa mil iar and con stant com pan ion of our chil dren, the in ter net.
The in ter net is a com plex and com pli cated crea ture that can’t be clas si �ed sim -
ply. It can be a par ent’s sav ior with its nu mer ous re sources and op por tu ni ties to
bring loved ones closer. How ever, it can also be a par ent’s worst night mare with
lurk ing pe dophiles, psy- chopaths and bul lies.
Add to this a grow ing num ber of harm ful videos, ap pli ca tions, trend ing sui cide
games and chal lenges, with the in fa mous Momo Chal lenge cur rently trend ing.
The Momo Chal lenge is ba si cally a sui cide chal lenge, not un like its pre de ces sor,
the Blue Whale Chal lenge. While the ad min is tra tors of the Blue Whale Chal lenge
sup pos edly got in touch with their vic tims through Face book, videos of Momo
are sup pos edly found on YouTube.
Momo is ac tu ally noth ing more than a photo of a Ja panese sculp ture cre ated by
Keisuke Ai sawa for a spe cial e� ects com pany. The com plete im age ac tu ally looks
quite hu mor ous, but only the face is shown in or der to pro voke young chil dren.
It started as a mes sage from peo ple on What sApp as sum ing a “Momo” char ac ter,
send ing teenagers mes sages with light hearted and fun tasks. Once they draw the
kids’ at ten tion the tasks be come darker, with in struc tions such as watch ing hor -
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ror �lms, stay ing up late, re- frain ing from speak ing to any one, hurt ing them -
selves and, � nally, com mit ting sui cide.
There is a threat of harm to the child or his fam ily should “Momo” be dis obeyed.
Clas sic moral panic
For tu nately, it has re cently been proven to be a hoax. Con sider it like a chain let -
ter, which warns that fail ure to send it to 10 friends within three days or so would
lead to a death or some other un for tu nate event.
Amer i can writer Ben jamin Rad ford has com pared the re ac tion to “clas sic moral
panic,” with par ents see ing their lack of knowl edge as a dan ger to youth and so -
ci ety.
But the dam age has been done. The hoax has given rise to a num ber of copy cat
groups. There will never ac tu ally be a “Momo” or Blue Whale ad min is tra tor who
will con tact chil dren at ran dom, but there will al ways be mem bers of so ci ety who
are vul ner a ble to nar ra tives such as these.
Such things will also at tract peo ple who get a thrill from caus ing trou ble, or, in
some cases, are sim ply reck less in spread ing it, not re al iz ing the dan ger ous con -
se quence of their ac tions.
This could be the ex pla na tion for a re cent case in volv ing the death of an 11-year-
old boy in the Philip pines. Ac cord ing to his par ents, the child never showed signs
of de pres sion and had no rea son to end his life. And yet, less than a month ago,
he in ten tion ally over dosed on gout medicine and died.
Just be cause our chil dren are home does not mean they are safe, if they don’t
know what they are do ing on line


