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The Que zon City gov ern ment yes ter day part nered with the Philip pine Drug En -
force ment Agency (PDEA) and the church to es tab lish a ref or ma tion cen ter for chil -
dren in volved in drugs.
Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte, PDEA chief Aaron Aquino and Bishop An to nio To bias
signed a mem o ran dum of un der stand ing (MOU) for the es tab lish ment of Sagip
Batang Sol vent Ref or ma tion Cen ter in Barangay San Agustin.
The cen ter will cater to mi nors who are ei ther hooked on sol vent or in volved in
drugs ei ther by be ing couri ers, run ners or main tain ers of drug dens.
Un der the MOU, the fa cil ity will be fully op er ated by the PDEA for a year be fore it is
turned over ei ther to the city gov ern ment or a non-gov ern men tal or ga ni za tion.
Aquino said the project aims to pro vide shel ter and re for ma tive in ter ven tions to
chil dren in volved in drugs.
He said the three month manda tory pro gram would also pro vide liveli hood to chil -
dren.
The cen ter, which will ini tially ac com mo date 60 mi nors, is ex pected to be op er a -
tional next month.
Que zon City was cho sen as the pi lot site for the project.
Bel monte, who heads the city’s Anti-Drug Abuse Ad vi sory Coun cil, vowed sup port
for the pro grams of the PDEA.
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