Joy B, District 5
leaders sign
pact for homes

By Rio N. Araja

QUEZON City Vice Mayor Joy Bel-
monte and leaders of homeowners’ as-
sociations in District 5 have signed a
covenant advocating secured housing
and decent shelters for the district’s
poverty-stricken areas.

“We aim to address the issue of the
housing backlog through affordable and
safe housing for our people and it can be
done,” Belmonte said.

“There are many private organiza-
tions that are willing to work with us
toward sustainable development and
inclusive growth because that’s the only
way forward,” she added.

The vice mayor said she would imple-
ment a listed housing agenda designed
to protect the welfare of informal settler
families in District 5.

“I believe that if we don’t improve the
lives of our poorest residents, the lives
of the rest of our people will also not
become better. Because at the end of
the day, what we really need is inclusive
growth because it benefits everybody,”
she said.

“But we cannot achieve that if the
system of governance within our own
city government 1s not at par with the
private sector. I think we also need to
upgrade the level of service delivery,”
Belmonte noted.

Meanwhile, day care centers in Qu-
ezon City will soon be at par with inter-
national standards after Mayor Herbert
Bautista approved a resolution prescrib-
ing their new benchmarks.

Bautista recently signed City Ordi-
nance 2820-2019 setting international-
ly-accepted standards in day care facili-
lies.

http://manilastandard.net/dailypdf/2019-04-17
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