Belmonte warns QC
to prepare homes
for more quakes

By Rio N. Araja

QUEZON City Vice Mayor Joy Belmonte on
Wednesday urged city residents to prepare their own
households for eventuality of an earthquake after two
strong quakes hit Luzon and Eastern Visayas on con-
secutive days.

“Earthquakes could possibly occur anytime and
unfortunately, there is no technology yet that could
predict when it will strike. It’s better that we start ed-
ucating ourselves now so that we could prepare our-
selves and our communities for disasters like this,”
Belmonte said.

The Quezon City government through Mayor
Herbert Bautista is doing its best in terms of disas-
ter preparedness, while the 37-member city council
presided over by Belmonte has been consistent to
pass ordinances concerning disaster risk reduction
and management, such as mandatory earthquake
drills for all establishments.

“Under our ordinance, establishments should
conduct earthquake drills twice a year. That’s man-
datory and no establishment is exempted. Schools,
business establishments, residential areas, mar-
kets, places of worship, health care facilities and
local government offices are all required to do the
drill,” the vice mayor said.

“Quezon City also has a contingency plan for
worsl-case-scenarios during an earthquake and, since
last year, we have already adopted the disaster risk re-
duction plan in preparation for earthquakes and other
disasters,” she added.
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