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Que zon City Vice Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day urged res i dents to im ple ment earth -
quake pre pared ness mea sures fol low ing the se ries of tremors and af ter shocks that hit
di� er ent parts of the coun try.
“An earth quake can pos si bly oc cur any time and un for tu nately, there is no tech nol ogy
that can pre dict when it will strike. It’s bet ter that we start ed u cat ing our selves so that we
can pre pare for disas ters like this,” Bel monte said.
She said the lo cal gov ern ment has an ex ist ing or di nance on dis as ter risk re duc tion, which
re quires manda tory earth quake drills for es tab lish ments in the city.
“Es tab lish ments should con duct earth quake drills twice a year. That’s manda tory and no
es tab lish ment is ex empted. Schools, busi ness es tab lish ments, res i den tial ar eas, mar kets,
places of wor ship, health care fa cil i ties and lo cal gov ern ment o� ces are all re quired to do
the drill,” she said.
Bel monte said Que zon City has a con tin gency plan for worst-case sce nar ios dur ing
earth quakes.
“Since last year, we have adopted the dis as ter risk re duc tion plan in prepa ra tion for
earth quakes and other calami ties,” she said.
The vice mayor, how ever, said these mea sures would not be e� ec tive if the peo ple would
not ed u cate them selves.
“Dur ing disas ters, any thing can hap pen. Although we try our best to re spond to emer -
gen cies, there are fac tors that are out of our control,” she said.
Bel monte urged fam i lies to pre pare emer gency kits and des ig nate meet ing points or
evacuation sites dur ing a dis as ter.
She re minded the res i dents to check their homes for pos si ble struc tural dam age, se cure
heavy ap pli ances or fur nish ings that could fall and cause ac ci dents, and as sign exit paths
in the event of an earth quake.
Bel monte said all gov ern ment build ings in Que zon City were de clared safe aby the City
Dis as ter As sess ment and Needs Anal y sis Team after an as sess ment.
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